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© celebrated joint xtgiiad es s with Sénator Douglas in ra08, 
rnion and a other 3 addresses marked MY. Lineoin, in the new 
| | risine to power, as the intellectual peer of a 
Be ase suman er, chase and Seward, his conservative — 
18 on the aubjeo et of slavery made his nomination, 1 by the Chic en go 


more ac vse eam to delegates from the Sones ee es 


s 


La of the anon cast for MY. 


/ Pleree confliet among fragments: of the Denoere 


well Know, in oe choice of a dee sided najori i 


 eeain Tis rather u inexpected defeat of a politic 


emont Ey election, 1 upon a similar course, Thus tieeeecaoes 


ar from 1 be eing an un nivers al disappointiaent to Imeribers 
a party had bes en ardently hoped for hed mar 
ere of this essay to relate tie Oripin on + 3 
compromises designed to avoid “— inevitable conflic 


ominous shadows in the path-way of the nation. ie: is 


certain ee x the Gene eral ‘dovernrent 


: eS 
oe 
Cukor 


mi 


Cait ee ae tes 
ee a 


Les nd. ‘bird’ s-eye views, pildtary accounts and naval 


t les and of sieges. tn this varied and ample field even a belated 


Peiight nope to glean something of value. But, for a reason else- 
ee pages, shatever they may discuss 
@ onic sfly employed in Se Asking the ; subjeat of 
0 nent 


during palsy lies mainly beyond the | 


ec of a minority party anid not at first possessing the 


conf idence of even that minority, Mr. Lineoln,.unable to ‘divin 


ture, yas coxpetle ed, tn dQealing with 


a tion a aim and + bent ions way. Weerincton hinself, 


deral Government, had a task of less magnitude and the yenown 


5 military achievenents siienced for a time even the boldest in 


etories, gained on a different field 


h unques tioned authority to his name. This peculiar 


to adopt, for the puidance of his admini stration, ap 
cothon free from enbarrassnent to both himself and his 


have been rewarded by earlicr 


aren is a hazardous subject for speculation, If his 


eee 


convictions whic ie 


ay be cone: ied of pants 
a ie wey Aoi een tava acts” 
:ibnstn an  inflnence es be TeLt Meotnig oo 
exeontive voareoss and, “without renerbering this fact, we : 
lana either the extent of his Border Policy 
correncatod exancipation ia etten called, or his undovibte 
is seceded St 
> had 
sont 08 ‘the commencenent of nostilities, fe for 
£ the plan of operations by the 
a ' Bue 1. _ ont ing, January 6, 1862, to that command 


some point there 


Yr friends in Rast Tennessee 
hange ed and 1 to despair, and even now, 
“I fear, are thinki ing 01 aking rebel arms: for the sake 


a Peers! peetsetion. In this we lose the nost valuable 


“nee oxime may ve briefly explained in 


e States was the 


4& 


oe the tizt ty ‘eountie es comprisii ig Rast 


i 
ee 


slightly over 300 ,000 
e slaves, nile <n many 


~ 


a 


social lite “they nad, no ) strong phitantaror 


did not regard it any ope | 
perpetuating human 
aed in. existence of the Union or of Slavery was the issue 


deciding 


os 


see, they were as intolerant of the 


rin the South, they were devotedly attached to 


“The fact is 8 partly explained vy the industrial basis 
a this: fasice 2d region, 
‘from 1 tiadle Tennessee by lofty ranges oi the qumberland 
“th Carolina by the great smoky, the Black and the Stone 
» this extensive district is trave orsed. in. its entire ° Leneth 
Tenness 36e e and its hie? tributaries the Clinch and the Holstor 
| down to Alabama it receives, before urndng 
| the many important. 
ST  . bcd ots eet as "ec pene and Nolachucky 
2 aa sages 
tated with | deeds of note in the War for Independence; 
oroming victories was ehiefly won bY settlers from 
“watauga. Other names like Hiawassee, are Fen OF 20. 
even its in Tennessee history, 


post _ to. beoome more famous than any. 


we Ss 


tires a capital of the State, Raita: 


pf Mant Termonscn: cha attanooea, at the 


then eithe: > unknown ‘or almost 

ae rise to ‘those great extr active operations — 

time “have 80 sti mated the commercial life of mast 
vast eotto2 1 plantat sions, — of 


Ee atherterete ox tna tne had no 


tain valleys, thong oh occasionally small "patches" were ct 


. oLtdy ens of Fast” Tennessee rou cera 
vo an interestat construc 
“Required sie on | Interpretation or 
e the institution of slave ery beyond ‘the 3 
4 Tennes asee, +60), 
atime eey 
aes themselves, 


to break - 


= 


dis turing 


delightn 


y isolated fron the several adjacent States, as m 


wit osion. Intelligens nae 


me eno Universal ‘rancipation, " conducte 2d by 


which they became 
5 fo, pores ral years pefore their appearance, an anti-slavery 


Jefferson County, Its existence is noticed as 
aS | Tard, Int S anti-slavery fe seling was part of he philosophic 
)-Horthern: 


Aner industri > 


ng avout that. tine, Pat an ond. = ition societies 


timed in Ten 


£ the people. The Tennessee valley was @ natural eten 
» South-west and when slaved iS NY. 
. chained tog ORDER HT LOOP TRVON RE AS ORE and, in: | 
oo drive a ta the hones of 3 coins new masters. The plas td e. 
> free mountaineer to pause eee labors and refieo 
passing be efore nis eyes. He "sax slavery in its bitte 
‘The rerenbrance of mich spe ectacle es was. apt 


hin anti- -slavery reenings that had come dor m ne 


e of Pee 


ee 


, oe oe 


eee ee 


‘soon, to be mmshed 


oe 


publican electoral, ticket yas presente lige great 1 
1860, ‘for the ouffrage of Ten nessee vote 
openly advocated the: election of ir. 
are insult. oe eae ry, or to flee Coes ve 
preceasrul condidates receiver vote in all 


_sele eting extreme abolit ton wut Be ecession typ 


a“ % 


ONDE res sed it, “his people were eq opposed 


e Willian b vanoeys of see 


Beil, Bree ekinridge and Tougles wer 


~ 


a fon ae story anong the selves. Addresses of the Aen 


the ‘emotions of individual speakers but the eXc cited 


peactiniens ‘The > attitude of Gons sti itutional Gnon: be 7 
Nathaniel G, 


Everett ticket, "The 


es “aotemminea to main tain th e Union be. force of — 


at ee na fr 200. the "south be cone thei i? eegtion 


ae + 
aS: 


of 


shington with ve iolence ay 
in a Ptemsit ne to ites eid 
oo  . to 


of thousands of 


) tproodpitate” this 


8 similar zeply. 
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i. Sep 
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ee 
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ene 


cars to follow, are evidence 


‘speakers: and their insight into the 


attempted secessi 
ed @onventions: this dese 
ee not by the. general powers 
oie they, ass 
i convoking ae ded the: ee ae rembers of avant 
cislature being "bound by oath n to support t tthe 


sonstitution 7 mhich formm a part..of ‘Sundamental lay of ea 


he legislature of Tennessee, following the example of lar- 


n other disloyal States, passed a "convention 
ns 


ptly defeated 1 by a tsa jority of 13804 tal vote of more 


* 


ing the Constitutional hibition that "Vo 


enter into any treaty, alliance 


Pp. ee seireriacd Governor Har 


Peeeae ac by 


. cS 


: State gover ment thereby turning tempora 


the confeaer "acy its entire military fezse,, These 


the pian 1S. of dis sunionists were comple ted, by ta 


hak of 8 dec lara tion Ot inderendence 


fe Bh 


his State out of the Union, the vote being TO40T9 for, and 47288 agai 


separation. The Tennessee Legislature did not ass me the functions 


: 

ct 
io 
¢) 
w 
w @ 


of a secession convention till after the commencement of hostiliti 
fut from that date tie forms of law ceased to be seriously re 
Vhile the disunion party scored a present triumph, loyalist leaders 
‘like Horace Maynard, Thomas A. R. Nelson and Andrew Johnson, at the 


Tt nant Fisk of injury or even of death were speaking and yvorking 
x , Sais 


actively against the spirit oF secession. The strong Union feelin: 
hus excited resulted ultimately in Local insurrections and in the 
eting, June 17, of a Convention at Greeneville in which a Renonstrance 
S passed and a cormittee appointed to petition the Legislature for 
he separation of Fast Tennessee and such counties of Itiddle-Tennessee 
8 vere willine to cooperate in the formation o° a new cormonwealth, 

t the presence there, during the following vears, of veteran 
onfederate armies, prevented Union men from organicing a separate 


eeermment, and saved their State from the fate of Virginia, A 


a. Woe 


ere known to have had a connection, or who were sispected of symp satiny , 


s 


ith this movement were especially obnoxi'lous to the secession party, 
nd, at the hends of soldiers, were. subjected to many indtent ston rn 
arious 7 ways the feel} Lng of opposition to ‘the Conferacy was intens sified 
ma it was not, long before measures of retaliation were considered, 

10n peorie were auick to perceive the advantage which the South 

rived Prot. Ane. une of railwars within the State, and, in expectation 
assistace from Federal forces in peeps dae. five railroad bridges 
re burned; mast Tennesseeans, however, were destined to be sorely 
pointed in the need of aid from the ‘nion army; and, without 


were easily captured or dispersed; of 


nst, 


einige 
pete 


and 1 others han 


it, ae of Manip 


se more anong the outrages to which Mr, Lin-oin 2 eferr ed in his 

0 the Federal cormander. BY ‘Horace Waynard, a Representative 
wd Johnson, a senator, in Congress the 
Posed of events in the State and 


r constituents, This he constantly endeavored 


i other plans for destroying his antagonist . More. 


> to elapse fron he tame: alec Lincoln: urged: 2 
Sane Tennesseeans 


that time, they naa ei casa 
ana tien, their. oppressors sere 
than 
warrier, General ‘Buell. 


) 


nonth,, from the date of Pre Jelhent Lieoin's 8 Letter, 
ha taken Fort Hen an ay ten days later, Fe} oruary eth, 
eG ne ee: : 
ndor of Port Donelson. jashville, becoming unsafe, wa: 
on Bepruary 23, Tee oe the first ta 


rf the Confederacy and a i 


iene fron “which hostile armies were reluc va 


virgins 1, 
| chosen ae tion a a. pre V isional 
Bocce wit in t ba Union. This subject, however, will 
sonve eniently discuss sed elsewhere, | | 
eneral Jonnston received tidings of the disaster at Done 
with his) army to Murfreesboro, Leaving Nashville, whic 
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to protec t, a seene of pamie and dismay: first advising 


t 
Ps 


ris. to ‘secure he = sie te archive es 


8 ie February R3, ‘noniinated ana the Senate, “Mareh as 186 
Andren Jonnson a rieuead governor of: orheBhed. wiBh: the 
AS the commission antedates 


* 


plated sie hs 


a pert: 4 the important 
eke 


i meee: be Amcomplete rithon! some ‘ovservatio 


IRS SRR of which the following 
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“lar Department, March 8, I862. 


in the limits. 


| Pune tions 


Edwin M. Stanton, 


 Seeretary of War," 
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the essential part of this document a recent cooperative 


"Why The Solid hoc ealdt has this comment: 
id eo, | 


office Gaat of military governor) vas : 40 laws and — 


of ‘the e State nd coun ‘try. Tts powers 
by the will of one man, cae Senceene © 
e comission itself we deri ve our pr 
io office and the: Tune tions which it mp rete 
within the Lim 
ss. all nthe borers, Pe 
f military governor, " Nothing ac ee | , 
or. red cent ¢ creation. ox 4s i%s 
ate suppleme ntal autnori ty contained in the 
of s tenber t9, ‘Tees to Governor Johnson, 
e latte er on nis arrival in was 


/ thowent to nave been influenced by ins Able a 


const 1etion in Ponnessee, cssonts tt the 


 goverion had never been | exere sised 3 


pe i ai 


reas. s a Sie 


considerable plac ces aes ithe 
qcgulonene 
direction gene eral mbes ae | oduct ore ad aed and | 
zea the assurance that "Tt is the. wish a} nad tas sign of the 


rae provide ‘for geht peor sle of New cee 


nario a8 Bent governor 0 oO r 2 i = aot > Me. 


civil covernnents over ‘tek 


* 


the Legality of their previous 
; by cession to the 


onl 


tho goverment | of ‘exico fo longer preten ded to any 
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fering from other leaders 


“hele. that "until “conere ess ee shall, ac Ado the in mone 


bey breanices governnent. " But congress, notwit 

| ‘of the ‘xeoutive ’ noved very deliber rately 
@ the office oe of Vilitary Governor. mn a 1847 aes 
Mason | assume ed ‘the office of rovernor: and —— 
| beige in. ge onal 


che received A oUnage Oo 


consequence e of png eto a ee 


ya aot Ho so, 
end 10 it put that Was ae done 


1 of vot is, ‘that it 


1S] 

son slatively esa it vas so continu 
x n forme ar prepa te subsequently 3 recogn ize 

A was admitted, ae the Axtumn o 

Union : as re Ske, then, or: poth polit tical 


Inio0n Of the 
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ts, as. nell as the more deliverate op 


the General Govern 


n was horoughly familiar; 


“y 


oth | he and ir. gone son were se erving toge 


oh _begans ats first session in December I8 347. 
or w ere intere sted spectators ‘to all ‘ome eo 
ne is ee of the. last legislative — 


Taney ofr 


estion he ther that. State was 


e tescrved for nore anple diseus 


Bee 
ae ot : 
WL <2 


observe here that 3 its territory was held by an averse 


the Rational Bieorite. 


pessiotent basis f hi Ls Potton 


Bee 
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oA 


ees ea 


Psa nai! of its invention; and if in its 
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ad a pearing on ‘the extension, its present arplien tion 


“uneonnestea with the abolition of slavery. 
- ae Ltd tin . . 
ining: pages of oe | saepier wilt. be erm Loy 


pe eration of the os in those States in which it was 


¢ armies had als cady bees obliterated _ 


almost every trace © eivil eovernme 
oe ae Memphis, where Governor 
, they 
t found 


a portion of Confederate military 


a Genera . Grant had already Or Pen, 22% from Fort 
ssued an order that, be ecaus e of rebel Llion, ENO courts a 
to’ act under state authority, put all cases ¢ coming, within 


“ame ae, will 1 > € 110: ed Anse authoritie es “the 


“added | ae of = sess st 


sen nis acts ‘eonla justiy be deceril 
s precisely ‘the ese “figures in the bac! k-eronnd tha 
lecessary to ig as whole suas (borers as,in 
Amat picture e of a nis professions 
by ou from a spe ech which 1 AS “delivere od. in Nashville 
+ after nis arrival. Five days later, Maren rg, it 
the style of An Appeal, ee Pomel of. Te ‘ennessee." 
OSperous pie Bae, 
oo . many of ner sons had 
fact that the very leaders of 
ives nad hn oe ees pounty az 


to support e Constitution 


a 


ral authority. mterine fairly poe Gia 


state Govern nment nas disappeared; The 
> Logiolatare © has dissolved: the judici 


St aes he ete "as beon | sudde n- 


adh 


Bt tate. authorities 5 wetinaptaty covet nor, 


sgh sats he ati State, 


tigers, ane, 
, 40 vestore her government to the same 


as , deters the existing rebellion." a "regular and” ¢ 


prion Gove senor satire son ey 


sixt ee May. or t 


F etttons, white other nod subordinated gs 


atile, to. ‘the , constitution 


office 2s” , contimed fe . tempora: 


) State: shall sad restored so far to its agcustome d quiets « 
ne copie ean peacably assenble at the baTigt—tox Bria Sebett 


Pe 


as carly AE s practicable, ade 


o state ani county rover 


bedring true 


tho ‘Punetions Be: theiz respec tive offic ees anti. 


, da be. ae scordine Wy 


ah a 
ee 
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> cipavagams will te 
sna dist 4 at may be. me essary in vir sdicat- 
r the! law, and ‘in reasserting its imperial. 
and eonseious treason in high places, — 
ranges ‘Or. vindic etive policy will ve adopted.” To atk: 
‘Paivate and unofficial capacity had assumed an attitude of 
lity to the governnent; Senna off fered for all past acts. 


rations: upon sous pase of yie elding obedience to the oes 
. "pela Governor advise 2, them to do. Thowgh the 
clear, and characterized by the best temper, ine 
Be teecinen: there were many classes still res — 
capital upon whom it made little impression. The mayor and th 
i: were’ “ordered to take ete: sh ass of alle sclance to the 
an eir refusal were imprisoned. Of the harshnepe: 
| “only be observed that the essence of govern= 
to govern, and had. the nev executive failed on this oc wats 
| ority, nis administration W uld have been wre onion at 
ices printing seditious matter, the press was = nn ne 


Ce re was found nec 


usual severity. cLexeymien, , nina Fe 


ila puipite. These oft enders, Gove ernor Johnson 
: ke the oath of alle eos ae As a se.ttor the | States 


efore him. as commanded. to, re muee ed compliance; put asl 


tuis being ¢ granted, to the Mull extent, 


dealt with as the pee 
the 
them from the prorerty or ine 


tho ? President seens to have approved of these Wercimce 


 agpapaeniaateme betty of iciciead measures similar to. those 


¢ people, pankers, physied 


prea en of sedition seldon want numerous and sympathetic. 


the. spirit, or lawlessness inereased, The Gove ernor hinse elt 


of the Aisloyal and the ‘restora ation of voter ee: 


a uc atiecd Punetions not less— 


— “a and sheltered tne poor oto) at regard 


atnzal protectors were jorethe: Tis 
; - relieving wa Int, and reins tating courts, ne 
th an intelligent and tireless onerey and when the timia 
allowec can 
Buell would nave, Nashville to fall inte the 
Ss cieitc "the courage of Governor Jonson", said a. 
, "stood a bulwark for its defence", He nad been scarcely” 
“in resident Lincoln desoribed nim as "a. 
1 Tennessee," His neal, 
cidolity to the Union, nis tremendous energy and rndow 
e in turbulent times. At the. 
the protection of 1176, liperty — 
: not £0 
and arbitrary pe ee Re these he di ‘dnhesitate to 
activity i in another 
authori 
sonstantay ee 7 ea for” 
assemblie s at Nas nville 
sane TH a 3 nork , 
De meaiae's toa a mend, Later in the ath elt 
ae Kentueky. | From the prec 
grow stronger with the pz rogre 288 of this narzative 


a military govexnor of “Tennessee, Pre sident 


coheeatre office aere sady known, to 


ttory wrested from, and assisting in eid bee operations a¢ rainst 
aid Indeed Lt Le. only i this wher that his adr istration or 
office can ve on. aS a an, and that it was so considered — 
the Worth nis nomination on the: ticket with Mr. Lineoln is un- 


@ubted proof. ? ae 


Bes ene several colored regiments ihe reeords for I863 show; up 
that date, 25000 Tennesseeans serving in the Union army and every 


s 


eceding month increased their number. That the political advantage 
pee ined spy restoring a loyal government was not the only or even 
-prineip al purpose of the President may be fairly inferred from the 


hllowine Letter: 


Andrew Johnson, 
~ gear Sir: 
T am told that you have at least thought of raising 


10 
Military force. In my opinion the country now needs specific 


A 
mg so mach as some man oF your ability and position to vo at this 
“When I speak of your position, f mean that of an eminent 

zen of a Slave State and himself a slaveholder. The colored 

ation is the great available and yet unavailea foree for restor- 
the union. The pare sight of 50000.armed and drilled blacksoldiers 
banks of the Mississippi would end the rebellion at onee; and 


Seecie that we can present that sieht if we vut take hold in 


st? If you have been thinking of it, please do not dismiss the 


Yours very truly, 


ne uae A. Lincoln, 


Executive Mansion, Washington, March &&€ F863 


is ere als Oo makes it ed hak Ate Gre essure of events had 


eady convinced Mr. Lineoln that to save the Uiion it was necessary 


June Is62 the State was included in the department of General 


dieck who, ten days later, was requested by Mr. Lincoln to revort any 


formation of value relative thereto. The movement into Rast 


nnessee was in the mind of the President again on June 30th when 
informed the commander that he regarded the possession of the 
ilroad near Cleveland fully as important as the taking of Richmond, 
lleck, concurring in this opinion, telegraphed Buell that "The 
pture of mast Tennessee should be the main object of the campaign", 
department commander a th ag its oceuration would put an end 
guerilla yarfare both in that region and Kentucky, The inactive 
General Rosecrans for six montis alter the battle of Murfreesboro, 
ft in the interior Ge the State a strong Confederate force whose 
sence discouraged all but the most. pronounced loyalist g; these, 


Means of meetings and speeches, kept a latent Union fecling alive. 


mnvention called by Brownlow, Maynard: and others, was held at 


ville duly ky Leos beierates vere in attendance from fourty 


nties; they took an oath of allegiance to the United States; and, 
a set of resolutions, pronounced the various secession laws and a 


Beences void. Deeming it aera important to choose a legislature, 


invited Governor Jonnson aA issue writs of election as soon as 


lent: ete His ee .. however, he did not then think it advia— 


‘state General Hurlbut, writing from verphis 


ority to repeal the aot of secession, establish a fair 
nal emancipation and tender nerself back to the Union, 
raged any action on this subject here until mast Tennes 
Waen that is done, 50, that her porerful voice may be h 
rnor wOnnson call an election for members of the Legis 
that Legislature call a convention, and in sixty days 
‘be done." This desirable event was not long delayed f 
lliant “hough bloodless victories both Knoxville and 
ly in the following month, were in possession of Federa 
n President Lincoln wrote in totter of Sep temper Li wn 


its great importance, deserves to be reproduced py ieee 19 


Andrew Johnson, 


aEy Tebneeece is now clear of armed insurrec 
need not be peninded that it is {he aie GF time for? 
a loyal State government. NOt & homent “Bnei pe lost. 
cooperating friends there can better judge of the wavs 
ean be judgea by any here. I oniy offer. a few Ssiiggest 
garation mist not be debe as to give control of tie St 
epresentation in doneres ss to the enemies of the Union, 
ends there into political exile. The whole sthighre 
ssee will have bios Grntitiess to poth State and Nati 
80 end that Governor Johnson is yut down and Govern 


a oe 
+ mist not be” so. You mist have it otherzise. 


— work of aces men ‘only as can be Hideo: pats For the, 


8 satisfied that "Tennessee" is ready, by an overwhelming 


vetem of 


T have dis 


see is deliva- 


aed, let 
lature, 
the work 


OT wy 


cnattanooga, 


\l armies. 


ich, Decause | 


in 


september II, 1863. 


tionis U8. 

e-inaugurat- 
You and 

and means 

ions. The re- 

ate and 
ariving 
Lon 

Of a2 5% 

on Harris 


Let vhe 


- 


Nee saas nena as ap het the one of republican © oo. be. 
teed, to the State, ani to be protected against invasion and 
ie violence. aoe 8 so Ine th ing on the anestion of time to remember 


t ay Seek be known who is next to occupy the position T now. 


. nor wast he will do. I see that you have declared in favor of 


leipation in Tennessee, for which may God bless you. Get emancipation 
your new State Government—Constitution-and there will be no such 
as faih for your case. The raising of colored troops, I think 


Breatly help every way." 


ference in this communication to emancipation is explained by 


fact that, in deference to the wishes of Andrew Johnson and other 


ssee loyalists, the President, in his proclamation of Jamary BG 
‘Rad not mentioned that State. Believing that his commission as 
ry governor did not confer upon him powers adequate to every 


eney that Might arise in ine important work of restoring a loyal 


mment, Mr. Jonnson, to supplyt Chis deficiency, prepared a letter 


he submitted for the approval of President Lincoln who amended 
ified it to read as follows: 
addition.to the matters contained in the orders and instructions 


: : are 
ven you by the Searetary of War, you,hereby authorized to exercise 


| powers as may be necessary and proper to bale the loyal 


ple of Tennessee to present such a republican form of State 


ent as will enad tle ke eae to. the gauranty of the 


atee thezezor, ana 4 ; be protected uncer such State 


ited States against invasion and dorestic 


ae 
pee 
ies me 


Cae een 


ee T9 and th 


‘attonr ting ee  prosit by the. ponpaped flight se Bragg 


ea nis. om to des 


1863, whe en prac otleally isolates 


© inquires of ur. Linco mether it would apa be 
general amnesty to al 1 officers and oldie es a 


>m In his Pera next aay, the President referri 


te nine. doing 
shall appear 


standing rather than as 


The ‘removal, soon af 


“ 


te | fro: a nt S command: eS na +7 


the role 


30 moh desired and on Dee ember 8, 1863 he i 


‘Congress. ‘nie 


ted. rith his t thie « annual message to Go} he 
va its candid tone produce s on t 


esion made, at ‘the ‘tine of tp appearans ce — 


enlightened : me n everywhere. Wicolay and tay, 


Le history, describe t the 


cand at such ‘tana and on such conditions asi he. : 

dee “oxpeate ent for the public welfare." Like every measure con—— 
i peen ee 
in his fruitful mind it had, maturely considered and was SAREE. 


tna te in being intzoance ead by the conecludins paragraphs of. the 


the. suggestion of unuttered arguments ad 

to the exeotive plan which, we are told, was” 

ean. "Tt is nov desired: by some persons, neretozore 
n said. rebellion, to, Seoure their alle egiance to the United 

4 to re-inaugurate loyal chataegoren: iments within and for. 
tive States." The proclamation informed "all pers acne ¥ Oo 
on: ‘Dy implication, parese ripated +7 the existing reb 

ereinatter excep ted, that a ‘Puil pardon is hereby granted 
Leach of then, with restoration of all. rights of property 


| 


to slaves, and in property cases where rights of third. 


a 


a ete: intervened, and upon the condition that every such 


 ccpatates and. wnich oath shall. be ee for 


watton." Tae oath bound the subseriber manuel 
protect and defend the Constit ution of ie 
he Sako thereund bane: to abide vy 


es 
7 al 
geot o 


sane 2 


as not nodiriea Lor 


rome court. " The classes: excepted 
a the. amesty wero all persons "who are or shall 
shee oe cron of the so-c alled 
aul who have nid stations oe 
om aia thes rebellion; ai Bi ho are, OF shalt nave been 
| . officers of said SO- -called donre sderate Governnent 
xf colonel in the army, or lieutenant in the navy; a 
the United States congress to aid the rebellion; 
es déione in the Army or oe oY the United States 
ward aided the sg eile ami all who have engaged in 
olored persons, or white persons in charge of such, 
anfully as prisoners Jaen ” oh < sone may | 
pant the United | State 7 Bervice, as. soldiers, seanen, 
| The eerste: further provided 
States in rebellion, "a mimber of cou 
number. of the votes cast 


. of ee "each having + 


—_ shall pe necognized 2 as the 


ome rolares that "The United § -oteoali da 


ar 
He yaar 


© mon the: Legisiature eannot 


ie 


“provision adopted vy such State relative to its freed people 


a shall recornize and declare thei si thuianaidatal freedom, provide 


gonent, with their present condition asa Oring , vaca 
ess class, will not be objected to vy the National Executive", 
snstructing a loval covernment in any State, it was thought Hid 
ex to seahads that "the name of the State, the boundary, the 
risions, the consiitution and general code of laws, as before the 
lion, be maintained, sib ject only to the modifications made ; 
sary 1 vy the conditions hereinafter stated, and such others 
ot contravening sald conditions, and which may be deemed 
aby those ‘framing the nev State government, 
O avoid every occasion of misunderstanding it was expressly 
Aint the proclamation "has no reference to States whoredn loyal 
goverments have been all the while maintained," The President — 
as of in “es each 
ie) ing "the judge of the elections, returns and qu alifieations 
own members,” In conclusion it was observed that "while ee” 
resented is the best the Exeeutive can suggest, with his present 


ae 


Ons, it must not be understood that no other passible mode 


et an enrollment of those willing to take the oath prescribed — 
lesty proclamation, the President, about the middle of 
Tee4, sont : an agent ¢ o Tennessee as he had already sent one to _ 


t the same time Governor Johnson 


2 > 
ee 


vmien was ‘largely attended, aioptet resolutions ncaa 
feet oma « con vention and pledged support of only those oandias 
red inmediate and. universal emancipation. The governor, S 
was cautious and, January 26, 1864, issued call for an 


, on the first Saturday of aren following, 


unty officers. The ex—rebel and loyalist having been placed, 


arnesty proclamation, on an equal footing some dissatisfaction 
among uncondl. tion fal Union men; to retain the confiience — 
ann sine to. set at test the hostile feeling thus excited in 
», Governor a Jonnson framed the oath of allegiance more atringe 
“Lincoln naa done. this variance accasioned - 
nd brought ingnir and puuewese ‘ho the President com 
pera ~ eontusion, arene aie 20, 1e64, to Warren 


ete as follows: 


ir. Be H. mast, Secretary of State, 


conflict ‘betteen the oath or ——— in my raociara- 


oa ae: posninie mischief ees 
dnooin, ie arch 26th, ‘issued a supplemental pz rogianiation << - 


Laine that the amnesty appliei to only "persons who, being 
’ née 


large and free fom any arrest, confinement or duress, shall — 


mtion of December 6, 
offenders, might apply to the Exeoutive for aa 
application receive due S neideration, This oath, i 

© known, od be taken before any commissioned ari icer of the 


civil, military or naval, or before any officer author—_ 


© administer eaths, in a State or territory not in insurrection. 


Ps were emponered to ¢ > certificates thereon to pex sons 

om the oath was Gee. and subseribed. The original re oras, : 
vansidssion hes the Department of State, were to be there deposi t= 

aoe in the pvernment archives, The Secretary of siate xa 


the a plication to 


had been held 
— for the: choice of county officers. Thou ae the event was 


No t influence confirming the faith of loyalists it was 


The result, homever , was not so favorable, as 


aeraeet: ‘Jonzson and the President and reconstruction 


permanent committe é, nad kept 


pay. 18 64 ‘thi s pody aalled a_ 


at Knoxville to discuss Ree onstruction, Of this sic 
et . other : er 
Pavored ‘the ori tte onden Resolutions, the 3 immediate eman wipe 
oF He) y its was ‘this antagont ism that prevented further action, 1 
Bromior and others signed a pas. fOr a second 
® held at Nashville September 


tty counties: vere ropresente ed, some. of them 


hing presidential Sak 
; only partial iy carried ont... On 
a pr roclamation fOe AGeene, : the 
s the unsettled condition | of 
r ballots for elec tion of 
a ag ident. Tt does not appear that in 
: ee. choose _gove sxynor, a legislature 
Dili i ox: oh met in July 
mittee, composed of five 1 members from 
agi afte er ‘the pres sidential election, 
} 6 Decerbe - Is, ‘Tae, 
such steps as wisdom m 


S. once honored sta U8 | n the Bre 


got An you x. counties, cone upon your 


Union men for _ 


a 


Ata Barc se 


aa hk 
eee 
x 


Es. ais 


prevented a response to thin add arene 

“not meet till January 9. T8eB. The eneny he As 

dispersed. me Btate peir 1g free fro further alarms of = 
tion 1 met and proposed inp ortant alt erations in the state 


ms The first artic tle ee 


ex cent aS a run shment for 


abolished and pronipitea throughout, the state"; also that. 
islature: shall make no la a recognizing hia caki eras 
Tae old constitution of ssainaieetaal 


aan de evaneipate slave es without the e neent of 
| prohibition yas as laine declaration of _ 
and < ord inane: ai ssolvi ing the federal relations between 
> Tennessee and the United | States of Snevica®, passed | 
lature May 6, I861, ras abrogated and declared"an act of 
na usurpation, unconstitutional, Muli and void," Alt laws, 
noes and resolutions of the usurpe® State Goverment, passed 


i 


providing for the issuance of © 


ad 


s of the Bank of Tennessee, or any deters 
and all debts creates. in the 
> uneonstitutional, mibt and 


se sess were Tre estrained. from tn redemption of sad 


© determine 30. ce the general assonbly, hich 


a 
ae 


it 


puawane: of their ratification, that, tn 


e 


ple of | ‘the State : shall, on the 4th of Vareh iets eceines 


by general ticket se. elect a governor and members to ae 

assenbly, to meet in capital in Nashville Ler ei | 

ion of public business, on the fives Monday of April 1a65, 
tion of: Governor Jonnson, issued January 26, referred to th 


16 charactor of the convention and cormended its wisdom in 


for. the  epproval ef othe pep? e, ie aummal of its delibera- 


Bie oteonive > porers have. te een emp Loren to enable the people 
“express their judgment on the grave question pefore them. 
ade “to collect an of loyal 
ri the amy. her piney concludes: with this vigorous — 
7 "strike: down at one plow the institution of sivary, 
he Aietusbine elenent fzon your midst, and by united action — 
State ards its aneient moorinss 3 again, and you may — 


» happines 3: 
ot Tennessee on the favorable result of the cection. ay 


nan 275000 pondmen. 
si framed the constitutional amendments hed,” in. 
ion of its ratification, nominated Willian G. Brownlow for 


recommended ¢ a full sada taae da tir “ket. the nominee Nag 


ra. was thus: formally dean 
t the success sive steps ‘si restoration in Tennessee may be easi ; 
‘the narrative. has not been interrupted even to relate events 
: the occurrence deseribed 
bliean Convention had assembled in Baltimore and, on gune 6, 
| unanimously nominated Andrey Johnson for Vice-President on t 


~ 


with | ice he seas te Tidings of the fact aroused creat enthusiasm 


ecasion, Governor Johnson, among other things, sata: 
ae this disordered state, and we are seeking ails 
ix the: foundations of our Government on princip! of eternal 
, whi ohvenduze for all time, There are those in our midst who 
etuating the institution of slavery, Let me say to you, 
. and men from. the Northern States, that slavery is dead. 
amirdered vy me. o, told you long ag AS what the result mould be 
avored ae £0 out of the Union to save slavery; and that tie 
. d be bloodshed, rapine, devastated fields, plundered vil lage 
“anda t therefore eK urged you to remain in the Union. In tryi 


slavery you killea it, and lost your own freedom." 


is Lotter: to Hon. ‘Willian Dennison, accepting the nomination, 


“thereto-state OF Federal. ‘This — 


Sapeil at | foundation of every. Seventinant, and 


os camino t: Lorex . 
Shes: of saying tS wy 624 friends of the Democratic aes 
orith ven I nave so long and pleasantly been associated, hak 
y has nor come when that great party can justly vindicate its 
2 Ke) to tme democratic policy and measures of expedicney. tne kee 
S war. of great prince cip ples. Tt involves the supremacy and life 
Gove onment a4 self. 5 & ig bid rebellion triumpns , free governnent— 
nd South-fais, If, on the other hand, the government is success 
ao not. doudt, its destiny is sae aites its basis permanent and 
and its career of honor brite plenis just begun, In a great 
e government, the path of. 


deration 


be tine enough to 


ie ates men and measzes oe to its administration,” — 


‘ante ur. ‘Lineoln hinted in his letter of Haron 26, 


His courage 


| SO Rae ro 9 would be. 
i Sonera 3 Butler, ron Jonn a Dix, or 
on. Tt ° acteristic shrewdness, 
the 
outier 4 and when roy posi tivety declined to be a eae 
Sickles was sent to Tennessee, 3 not indeed to apprise Governor 
n of the ‘President’ s sentiments for ne was not himself aware 
| 11 object of nis mission; his duty extending no farther then 
investigation of the charges preferred against the administ: 
@ military governor, finding these rumors of oppression — 
‘sufficient pasis in truth, Mr. Lincoln determined to 
he nomination of Andre vy Johnson - Pied-Prusidant on the 


ket, Tt doos not appe sar that he ee ee to: 


12 was a “slave-nolder, as somewh ss more outspoken than 
Dix and. a more conspicuous. repr esentative of the large clas 
War ‘Demoe rats; above aii he was an able exponent of the 


n Un nents» and he came + xOm the heart of the 


nin tome anto consideration. His administ tration as 


dical Republicans tien regarded his _ 


thane as an alien, Some of ees 


Louisiana. 
e: toward Reconstruction in Ly es in the case 
yas. bound up with the war powers of the President; and. 
iene with some expectation of es a) his military plans 


" | 
ught of restoring a loyal government there proce 


a) Ee the reculiar eftuation in the State, 7 
nanimous for secession as South Carolina, her people acted wit 
y and promptness when they received tidings of"the last outrage: 
pallot-vox", as the election of Mr. Lincoln was sensationally 
e days were deemed sufficient for del iberation and ere 
on, Jamiary 2 ‘RB, T86r, peaees an ordinance of secession. ee 


fore this assenbly met at Baton Rouge, the arsenal and the — 


tot building and a rever me cutter had been seized by 


and ain accepting these funds, the Vontgomery Congress oreo 


me 


sense of the patriotic liberality" of Louisiana. This 
novever, loses much of its merit when it is renerbered — i 
ne coin and bullion in the mint, as well as the customs, 


Federal Government. Besides there was then no eae 


"ay Sal to report 10: Sia Legis lature an er 


pers apenas only to Sgt bee 


eee 


G5. 
, 


-40- 4 
Gharleston. Busine 85 Was almost suspended and by the first of Jane ae 


. ess than T6000 residents or foutsiens were serving in the Confederate 
| ae 


7 


. resident Rihsoin’ 8 proclamation of April 19 preceding inane 
bd a blockade of every port within the State. The early days of 

witnessed the disappearance of Governor Moore's boasted surplus, 
, during the Summer , New Orleans became bankrupt; her foreien commerce 
Ss destroyed by the blockade, her eredit nad vani shed. Though enlist— | 


* 


nts Pr enied without interruption signs of financial distress 

ered, mas not attended with unmixed b1 essings; bad government had 
odueed its usual consequences and when General Taylor, late in. the - 
er of T868, undertook tO Yaise an army for the defenae of 
ate he was surprised at the universal apathy; neglect and disaster 
a brought disunionists to a condition little short of hostility to 
| Richmond Government. Union men in southern Louisiana had not 


7 


n ‘unobservant of these signs; ont residents of:this portion 
the State had, for the most part,-voted for .Bell and Douglas ; 
“though here, as eisewnere in the South, nha eet tas: were || 


mand, the proceedings in the Convention took the 1 Union men by. surpriee 


the interval they had refrained from violence but had not become a 


neiled to oppression, The importance of New Orleans to their cause 


not been overlooked by Confederate authorities and the city vas 


os 


Cea in their sco hata the fleet of Captain Farragut, toward _ 


~ 


fhe occupation by General Butler's army of this strate 


? 


oa: 9 


a in southern Louisiana, the activi ee of the more extreme 


“some Pestles sness , at the presence of Federal. 


BS 
# 
2 


ge 
ae 
cs 


4; 


ied 


40 = 
gas pretended by even Union men the; had not, until the surrender | 


“” 


Br, Henin effort to nelp themselves. Under nrotection of the 
, however, they eommeneed i:mediately to form: Union associations 
the pmrpose of developing he loval sentiment in this portion of 


‘State. Resolutions recommending an cleetion were passed by vhese ae 


anizations; newspapers discussed whe question and it was forced 4 
“alee wae them. q 
the attention of the President. The more enlightened among, began, 4 

| | 


er encouragement of Federal troops, to consider measures for 


ief, the less practical coimenced eile domplaints to friends 16 


North. In a eae letter of July 86, 1862 to Hon. Reverdy. 


co 


anson, then in ‘New Or leans investigating General Butler's relations 


th foreign cons oe Ve. Lanecoin, noticing a reference,.to the rest-— , 


land ae pardon him for believing the complaint "a false 
way to avert the inco nveniences arising from military 
2 people of Louisiana "simply to take their place 


Mihe Union upon the old terms." Writing two days later to Cuthbert 


oe 


let, ig teu thacd sentleran who appears to have enjoyed his personal 
of i ' 

een and confidence, the President, after mentioning difficulties 

the way of estabiis ming civil authori ty in the State, eine ats xi a 

tho of avoiding them: 


The ‘people of Lowisiana who wish protection to person and property 


have bat to reach forth their hand and take it. Let them in good 


faith re- inaugurate the national authority and set up a State 


overnnent conforming thereto under the Constitution. They know 


oe 


EM do it and ean have the protection of the ary while doing © 4 


will be withdrayn as soon as such State Government 


ok 


“ean dispense vith its presence; and the people of the State can 
then, upon the 014 constitutional terms, govern iHeeelves to 
their own liking." tf, however, Union men oxerted themselves no 
farther than criticism of the Federal Governvent, it was more than 


intimated that there were to be expected greater injuries than 
alitary necessity had vet inflicted. The pressure of events appears 

even th€n to nave been foreing the President in the direction of 

-emanéipation. To August Belmont of New York, who endicden the corm 


(plaints of a New Orleans correspondent, ir. Lincoln, July 30, I862, 


“Tepeated im substance what had already been written to Mr, Bullett, 


and added: 

‘ / 

"Those enemies mist understand that they cannot experiment for 

ten years trying to destroy the government and if they fail still 


Gome Dack into the Union unhurt. If they expect in any contingenoy 
correspondent )| in saying ‘Now is the time'" 
The appointment, in August I8628, of General George F. Shepley 
hiivary governor may be regarécd as the first act in the restora-— 
of a loyal government for Louisiana. His selection, though probably 


nded as a private commendation of the judgment of General Butler, 


, 


‘had already designated him as Mayor of New Orleans, was never con-— 

ered. by that officer, adequate atonenent for the publie censure 

lied in his removal, December 1862, from command of “the Derartnent - 
e quit." ae : | 

Joon the Federal occupation of New elec de ean adjacent territory 


inetions of the disloyal Government therein immediately ceased, 


ies were constantly arising the establishment of courts 


cee Cini Mca Ke kl on. feet AL 


to ever have the Union as it was, I join with the writer \(Mr.Belmom': 


1 pane Hea acai 


$i ae eo SOE Ce 


come £ a necessity. At first these questions were, for the most 
Fett scutes by General Butler himself, but the pressure of 

itary and other affairs compelled him soon to refer their settle- 
t to civilians or to army officers especially chosen for the 

se. This wnceertain system of justice, thougt immeasurably better 


jan mone, led to the institution of courts each of which was known 
82, and judgements executed, by soldiers detailed for such duty. 


pt though memoranda of judgments rendered were, no doubt, made by 
3 be 
| officer who came eventually to,designatel as clerk. 


“For the decis sLon of questions relating exelusively 10. the. farce 
nder his command, General Butler, sometime in June I862, organized a 
Bpunel, known as the Provast sourt OF. tne army of the United States, 
Wolicn Maj. Joseph M. Bell presided. Questions in no way connected 
h the military, especially matters of police and the punishment of 
ae were often sibm ited for its settlement. Aggrieved persons, 


Out Teflecting upon. the congequence of their acts, naturaliy 


4 


o 


aled for redress to tne holder of power, Thus the authority of 
s institution silent ly extendéd and by the Autumn of I862 it 
reised unquestioned Jurisdiction over all criminal cases arising 
Pine city of New Orleans. rn the absence of courts. for determining 
1 questions they too were referred to its consideration. All 
1¢tions of government having been suspended y the capture of the 
Ly it pecane the duty of the Federal commander, and his right by 
laws of mar, to provide, among other things, for the administra-— 


Of justice. One of the early acts of General Shepley, after his 


the name os the officer holding it. Accused persons were brought to 


formal record of proceedings in these tribunals aprears to have been 


he | Sta ie: iost of the former officials havine fled hie the 


was cone eiA oe practically to create new tribunals and 
greatly simplified bv reviving those jnstitutions of 
1 which the people of Louisiana were already faniliar. 
e; Whittaker was accordingly appointed Judge of ti he Se 700d . 
tot Court of the parish of Orléans. Besides pr 
ters the ofdinary povers of a local court the old. tribunal or that. 
@ nad been @ court of rrobates and successions. The new exercised 
the povers GF (06 G10 court. It should be Memembered, nowever, 
‘the latter derived its authority from the laws of Louisian 
Celia to. the war powers of the Federal Pxeoutive. | 
irisdic stion e xtended fo Civil cases generally where 
ed in the Pari on of Orleans OY Ge a non-resident of 
dee J. Hiestand was arpointed to the benen’of tne Tourth Distat ee. 
‘of ¢ reneral aithen ses 


ther district. eoarte in that parish it entertained apreals from 


indeed these const [a large portion of its 


pe eae pete ; ee se ae “s 
le Sixth District Court of the parish of Orleans, revived soon 


a 


Pine. capture of the oity, is, becar © tne. thawibent 


ae Rufus K. Howell, of greater interest tnan ei 


6 disunion ‘party Puiea New Orleans and performed his funot ions =~ 
“very nour of its surrender to the Federal authorities. 


— 


te en the oath of allegiance to the ations al . Goverment 


entered . 
the aisonarge of their auties about the first of November. folloz- 
j "ant te ae al , ‘ 
hey. were the only tribunals of,iurisdietio on in Louisiana and that 
sdiction vas Limited, as against jefendants resident of the State, 


itigens of the parish of Orleans. As to inhab yitan se bevond the 


sg Jo lea parish there was no court in which they: could be sued. 


ae fluctuated ith the fortunes of war. A court was therefore | 
jurisdiction would expand with the advanee and contract 
the retreat of the Union armies. The Provost Court was not 
adequate, and indeed was never designed, to meet such contingencies. 
pply thie deficiency a tribunal of very extensive povers, aosienat- 
s "a court of re Por the State-or Louisiana", was constituted 
xecutive order im October g0th. Of this flexibie institution 
ae Peabody of New York, a friend of Secretary Seward, 
esides being empowered to ele , ¥ Droseauting 
ey y a areas | anda clerk and ake ne] Mee the exerolse 
jurisdiction, he was authorized "to hear, try and determine all 
’, oivin, and oriminal, ee W equity, revenue 
aniral ty ana marticularly all such powers and. jurisdiction ae 
‘to the jistriet and cireuit courts of the United States, con- 
y his proceedings as Lar as possible to the cause of prosecdings: 


tice which nae been customary in the courts of, the United. Star 


hie juagnont 4o be batt and coneLusive. a 


at of the cages fund of she War Departuent an a 


et 


i 


ae 


ne 3 mxeertive onaer. eertifiei by the Secretary of War, was. 


? 


a to be mw guela lost’ commission". for the Judge. 


is institution, made up as to its personnel in the North, was 


from New York, on the great expidition of General Banks, constitut— 


nd organized for immediate business to Louisiana. Though Juage 


* 


body, accompanied by Augustus de B. Hughes, Isaac Wdward Clark and 


mee D. Lamont, who had been chosen respectively Clerk, Marshal ,and 


isecuting Attorney arrived in New Orleans December I5, I1acA2 the 


ming of court was delayed till the 29th of that month by the change 


administration in that Department. A week before his appointment 


Judge Peaboiy. Mr: Lincoln, py the hand of Hon. John &. Bouligny, 


Negi 9 


gations withdrew from Congress, sent to General Butler, Governor 


dey and other Federal officers having authority under the United 
es in Louisiana, a communication which desired each of them to 
‘ic, Boulieny in his effort to secure "peace again wron the old 


under the Nonstitution of the United States. 


This Mauiranic end was to be attained "by election of "members to 
Congress of thé United States vartioularly, ahd, perhaps, a tegis= 
wre, State officers and United States Senators friendly to their 
set." Federal officers were instructed to give the people a chance 
sxpress their wishes at these elections. 


‘ollow forms of law", wrote the President, "as far as convenient, 


mut atrall events get the expression of the largest mimver of the 


le possible. All see how such action will connect with and 


, the proclamation of September 22. Of course the men elected — 


gentlemen of character, willing to swear support 


cree as. as of old, and Known to be above reasonable suspicion 
‘oY duplicity.’ 

“Loyal leaders believing that Northern men, holding office 

the General Government in Louisiana, mould be set up as candi 
ates commnicstel tneir fears to the President who sent to Governor 
nepley, a. fortnight before the ele étion| aA Letter of which the 
geentiat nortion: is: as follows: ; 
“mye do not Sank eciey need members of Congress from there +“ 
enable us to get Alot with ther lLegisiation neve. What we do nowt 
ant is the pe evidence that respectable citizens of 
Te one wtidiny, to members of Congress and to swear support 
6 the Constitution and that other respectable citizens there are 
willing. to vote for them. and sendthem, ‘To send a’parcel of Northem 
nen nere..as representatives, elected, as vould be understood (and 
erhaps really 50 ) at the point of the bayonet, vould pe disgusting 
nd outrageous; and were I a member. of congress here; I would vote 
igainst admitting any such man to a seat. | 

‘The note of 3 sincerity is unmistakable Wipoeenant, gna. in those 
sentatives and ieratera opposed to esi ve policy ,.the concliug— 
ntenees especiaily must have excited strange sentinen its wien 
re-read,-in after years, their impassioned attacks in Congress . 
that dark spirit whe, 1t .was gravely alieges, labored with mignt- 
stioned. to subordinate the Legislative brapeh of Government... The 
ance ain Washington of two Senators chosen by the joint assembly 
dana, gave A decent { pretext to the guardians of liberty to 


e stern axon whose armies had engaged in the novel. work of 


tate governments, 5it tt.is, “perhaps, petter not to 


na 


ee 


re 


little opposition, foz ine pirst, and Michael Hahn, by a safe 
Sei ty. for the Seconda, Congressional District. A larger vote was 
Bixy cast for Sidndews: than had been received by his predecessor, 
in both districts, 7760 citizens, or about half the usual 
red at the polls. When it is remembered that four thousan¢ 
enlisted in Bitler's army from this portion of the state, aid not 
ticipate in the contest; that many citizens from this section a 
; ing in the Sonfederate army and that not a few Union men were ree 


le in the Nonmin er in mirope the vote in this election: was by no 


ns lignt. 

With oredentials signed by Governor Shepley Mess. Hahn and Flanders 
tin Washington as claimants for seats in Congress. After a 
investigation of the election and several ingenious arguments 
E woe, | : 

Opposition were admitted, February 17, 1863, though not without 
derable misgiving, as representatives for the remainder of the 
/which expired March 3 following. For their exclusion the opposition 
ed mainly upon these grounds: | , 


Bt. the election was brought about by a threat of interference vith 


lave property if the State was not represented in Congress by 

ary r, i862; this was a measure of coercion and the compliance 
BI eenS in appearing at the polls, was aseribed to selfign 

ves Father ‘than to loyal and patriotic sentiments. The principal 


oy in calling this election has been indieate® vy the preceding 


eS existence of any vacancy, ina constitutio: al sense, FAS 


sand even if vacancies existed in these districts, | 


~ 


‘ 
an election was denied, 
Suen \e : 


| p Inklitary covexioP Essay, 
ee Chembur eek 
BRARIES 


) thetnite ed ‘States “he had 
pee the iis Louis sa | | 
A1e the cases ‘of Mes srs. Henn and Plana ters were pending fy 
fe) Preedor nad gone ‘forth, for the Presiden ny, as ssdiisaies 
iminery proe clanation of Ser ptember Beet had deo ee — 
sa 1 fit and nee essary 7 7 ; 3 
in sata designates state 2S and parts of saws: ete 


onal | be fr ree.” Low isiana was named as one of the Stat 


oF 9 vom however, the o city 


State wer oe exe ben tek 
and Flanders gave ner 1 
> Bate, Bat with thie wevaval 


» 


» ALscovored among. the siwpporters of the F 


~ 


s to the vest course to be purs 


nee 
ea arya 
nol tak ng | an ae -slav env gat 
destroyed their fundar ental 


“ger aie convention for the 


Mee pet Oe 


eaniing a ‘State ‘government: in ‘Louisiana, Aoyal ee 


+b We sh ington a committ tee of 
o- consult the President. hr, ina aonmmini.oat 
the ey had"been dele egated to seek of the. General Governn 
Recognition or the rights of the sae as they existed. previc 


secession, upon the prine clip le of the exis tence oF the 


Pr 


a ‘no tegal act having. tPanspired 
e then of | ‘the advan itage conferred by that 
Ses. to direct the Rilitary governor | 
arst ion: tay of November next | for all State: 6 
ene this sormitt tee, composed of het We 


5 datinan, Me. Lincoln, under date of 


respectable portion of ‘the Louisiana people anotmed 


tint obje0 ote This faot atone, ag tt seems to our, 


oy 


sueh committal « could 


7 3 OR : 
ting emancipation, nad, since his proclamation had gone forth, 
feateh: wore advanced ground. m™mé army was Still his main reliance 
the wisdom or restorine a loyal government, as well as the natn 
‘that restoration, vas regarded favorably or eaeeken as it appear- 
o facilitate or cribarrass military operations. Relative to an 
tion in November, he said, "there is abundant time without any 
er or: proclamation. from me just now," Thogh their request was 
surteously denied, ne assured the committee that the people of 
ederal and state officers by want of any thing within nis power to 
ive them, ; | 
The political re-organization of the S ate was, at this point, 


Bterrupted by the absence, at Port Hudson, of General N. P. Banks, 


was the Confederate General Taylor that by July IOth, when he 


Seived intelligence of the fall of Port Hudson and the surrender of 
wsburch, his mounted scouts had been pushed to within sixteen miles 


been Orleans. The surrender, in these strongholds, o: more than 


i 


arty thousand men was a erushing blow to the Richmond Government; 


t menaced New Orleans and General Taylor hurriedly concentrated 


army in the valley of the Red River to observe the movements of 


Federal commander. Tne Union picket line marked at this time the 


has of Governor Shepley's civil jurisdiction; indeed it was not 
Btly extended until the surrender of E. Kirby Smith late in May 
after the engagement at Brazos; eastern Louisiana had, a few 


earlier, with Alabama and Mississippi, passed under Federal 


puisiana should not lack an opportunity for a fair election. for tot 


mn in command of the Department of the Gulf. So energetic and suecess—— 


BOps enough were disengaged by these victories to overwhelm the enemy 


be 


peak 


# 


sis an 


‘the great mmnbers withdrawn from production in the South, combined 

o rigorous enforcement of the blocka de, occasioned a cotton famine 

the markets of the mora to. relieve. this condition an outlet was 

ont for the abundant crops of the Red River country. and this faey 

probably, not without influence in determining the course of the 

Be taan into Texas which was intended to accomplish a verv different 

jougn scarcely less important purpose. 

Hghough the vigilance of Mr. Adams, Un ited states Minis ster. to Inglend, 

“-renariel by the abandonment in that country.of any further attempt 
mad. 1.6. oruisers 6f the Alabama type, the Confederate naval agent 

no means despaired of dealing still severer blows to the commerce 

this country; and, attracted im naling which appear to have been 
hovized by the ruler of France, changed his field of activity from 

rpool to Bordeaux where a ship-builder was engaged to construct 

formidable rams; with the attempts to ret these under the Confederate 

g this essay 5 not concerned. French affairs in Mexico appeared, 

this tine, to require the oultivation of friendly relations, vith. wae 

Huropean states be lieved we destined to become a new pover among 

nations of the 7 world: hence the imperial encouragement to their 

Se tatives abroad. This situation was so seriously regardeé by 

overnment at Washington that, even at considerable sacrifice, 


as determined | to plant the Union flag somewhere in Texas, Tos 4 eo . 


- this opject General Banks had considered and submitted to tne. 


Department plans of his own; these, however, were reluctantly 


oned becausé of repeated instructions from General Halleck and 


enent tomard crhamtwods in the Spring and early. Summer of I864 


9 


. From the protragted and envenomed controversy to which it 

se amone thevorticsre on both sides its disastrous ending is” 

ee all. 
6 this goint land and naval expedition was yet in contemplation 
neon rota Land to inform the Federal commander of his opinions — 
etine the establishment of a civil government,in the state. In his 
er of November a T8638 to General Banks he wrote: 
be glad 
le i very well know what I would Lor Louisiana to do, 
pite a different thing for me to Asie eee etion of the matte: 

mid be glad for her to make a new saneki yeti n vedicni nine the 
omaneipation proclamation, and adopting emaneipation in these parts _ 
> the State to which the phoclarmtion does not apply. And, waile 
he is at in, f think it would not pe objectionable for her’ té 
aopt some practical system by which the. two races could gradually | 

ve ‘thenselves Ont oF the o1d relative to eaxon other, and both 
ome out, petter prepared for the new. 

- ‘Hducation For young blacks should be included in the plan. Arter 
e the povrer orelLement! or foontract® way ve sufficient for ti s | 
obationary period: and, by its cimplicity and flexibility, may be 

better. | | ; 

an anti-slavery man, { have a motive: to desire emandipation 

ch pro-slavery men do not nave: but even they have strong enough 
son to place themselves again under the shield of the Union, 


to thus perpetuallyheige against the reaurrence of the scenes 


swatch | we are now passing. 


e ed his approval of ¢ Te registry which he supposed itr. Durant 


| toca elected: fora consi tutional convention, 


- 
—_— 
é 


bi ‘which, he head would reach Washington by the meeting of 
ress a Telomabdes peters concluding this letter he added: 


"For my ovn part, I think I shall not, in any event, retract the 
a | Par 
Semancipation proclamation; nor, as Gxecutive, ever return to Slavery. 


~ 


any pers on who is freed wy the terms of that proclamation, or by 
“any or the acts of .Congress,." 

ae invites: attention to the fact that if Louisiana shall cea 
mbers to Congress their admission to seats will depend upon the 


sspective Houses and not, to any extent, upon the wishes of the 


fecutive. 


pies of this communication he intended to send to Hann, Flanders and 
irant. vhree months later, when the gentleman last named informed him 


lat nothing had yet been done toward the enrollment, lr. Lineolin 


ote immediately to General PenKS a letter which at once reveals both ‘he 
“ae interest in the siuieat are his extreme disappointment in 

arning that his wisnes had been but littie regardeéd, Flanders, tien 
‘Washington, confirmed the account of Durant. "This disappoints me 
tterly "Said the letter of November 5, T8663, and thourh the President 
hot blame either General Banks or tow bbatdtard leaders for thig: 
parent negleet he urged them"to lose to more time", "I wish him" 

eral shepiey J continued the letter, "without waiting for m more 

itory, to go to work and give me a tangible micleus which the 
1inder of the State may rally around as fast as it oan, and which 

un at once recognize and s sutain as the true S$ ote government. And 7 
at work I wish you and all wnder your command to give them a | 
y sympathy and support, 7 


+ tructions to Governor Shepley bases the movement (and, | 


)) upon the: lgval element. ‘Rime is. important, There is 
‘ever! now, that the adverse elenet a wees insidiously to 
the: ground. If a few professedly loyal men shall draw the 
oval about them, and colorably sét up a State government, nepudiat— 
fe emancipation proclamation and re-establishing slavery, I 
t recognize or sustain their work. I should fall vowerless in 
attempt. This Government in such an attitude would be a house 
led against itself.f have said, and say again, that if a new state. 
rnment, acting in harmony with this government, and con 
general freedom, shall think best to adopt a reasonabl es tonporazy 
ement in relation to the landless and nomeless freed people, | 
it chicat. but my word is out to be for and not against them on 
pation of thelr permanent freedon, I do not insist upon such 
zy arrangement, but only say such would not be objectionable to 
d he remembered that Thomas J, Durant, who was authoriged 


the enrollment, as well as 


mt aa Peareee of the political situation in Louisiana and 


50 
, however, was not Apa Ram pPASA Ng as represented 


x! lars. of the s state 
vise ty the President and 
was published in the imal 


mis appeal, aes to the loyal citizens of Louisians 


7 want of civil eovernment in our State can, by a Pror 


your part, soon be csi under laws and a constitution formed. 


, members of Congress, a 


Ce ass fixed by our laws, is Monday, the 2d day of November 


gone: : There is nothing", proceeds the adare 88, "to prevent yo 
ng on the day fixed by law, and soles ttn0 vour agents to carry 
ne afrairs of goverment in your own State. The military will not 
oo in the exereise of your civil rights and auties 


s respect wild 
ecaraaan addressed to exercise their rights, it was 
noua. subject "the country” to the danger "of being throm 
territory into the hands of ’ Congress”, be 
state donmittee having been invitea to co-ope erate, a te 
ensued between the rival organizations: but, on the crount 
ove: nent mas both illegal and unjust, the Free State nen 


oes their 
rticipate En. the ele ssid! Sie ein the latter assort 


Sys. 
ae 


a.2 


amended by ine Mek ditenat T8ér 


—— destroyed by ‘the peorle snmea ase andthe ee 


mi then procecds to diseuss the injusta ee of the noverient and 


vas constitution of I852 it is not easy to comprehend how 
canes as trevolutio: 


law seeing tha 


ata iases! 


> proper to notice a petition submitted | 


New Orleans to Governor Sheple 


that they could"assist in 


_ Civil Government", for their"be sloved State oF 


addre ess, prepare ead ata EAS on.. November Bin, | 


soribing the military gove arnment of Tenn lessee cha 


Lhe President's proclaiation ¢ 


Phage. 


oes esis ae ta 


" Eien 
Reet eapaietcete att  a a <o 
ce ae ee eet 


“parishes, however, under the - caeiece of a citizen 
ich returns vere made, > fer Fotere appearea at the polls. In 
rish of St. Bernard, the only locality in which the House nad 


roof that electors participated, M ‘icld received one hundred > 


[san oexet, about the same mumber, he ner) nad been cast - 


+ 


as having peen elected. There were in his district 
2 support of - 


fe tonne and fty-six; henee nearly ten thousand electors 


Sse no opinion, eae interference having prevented 9844 


* 


em ‘from indieating a preference, There is no evidence that this 


y acquiesced in what was done by one hundred and fifty-six mer 


was 


exelusion. ‘mallee 
e Jgonn Leonard Riddell himself chosen 
in the same parishes. His term, 
not commence till January I and it was 
came to regard himself as Rxecutive 
ey on Wovertber 2 20, 1863 when he signed the certificate pres 


. midget, “indeed, nad not then been ir angurated. 


> State, the suppression: of 


atoabegals and nave, deserv= 


did not confor: to the 


Wa s. 


other Aen sattention was invited to the fact th at under the 


aws and conditions an eleetion had been held in Louisiana 4. 


before and, in consequence, two Representatives admitted. To this 
tion Mr. Stevens replied that Hahn and Flanders, the members _ 
to, had been seated by aad power yor the House without, as 


B eupposed, Snot law or right. Henry Winter Davis alone among 


the military 


and this oucthe ground that there was no Tepny ‘Light to hold 
the 


otion majatternt of any number of Persons ve do soiwas.an- 
4 on of sovereign authority which was properly prevented, Other 
ntatives how ever, strongly borngemnea this act of Governor 


and at least one desired the House to express, as an amendment 


conduct, Though not the 
Ss point, the 


viola, “permitted to address the House, observed that it ha 


t of the general Governnent that Union men in Louisiana had 


aided Paap) previous administration. [f they had been the - 


sort of government existed there, he caused the 


of one hundred and twenty-five officers ac ting 


tes 8s samanay in taxes, 0 colle gH 


The constitution of Louisiana, he said, required that qualified 


pene be white males who had attained the age of iventy-one- 
s immediately 2 


etion. The provision was so modified by Governor 


description were allowed to vote after — 


dence of six nonths. Claimant did not know whence the auth nority: 


we 


not, as early as Sa sari 19, in convention at Ney Ori oans” 


seciined , oeeres “after 
Vv: _ election for Revresontatives until the State 
n first divided. In fact until instructions, which he had noe 
ea, wore received from Washington he ‘ies ed. to order any election 
ve though he volunteered to forward to ur, Lineoln any 
sation. which. they desired. to address him on that subject. Besides 
espondence with Governor shepley.,. the New Orleans convention, 
er, had. sent a letier to General ee negra 
to secure, if: Bes sible, his approval of their movement, | 
dat d October 20, was given that an election vould vemos 


rstial places in th ©: Parish of St. Bernard and the 


BE he ays 


n ios 
+ improp per to 
As the Free She bd people ‘considered 
of ‘the ‘union they declined tc participate, and thouen 
“in ec mens eenalanine daamaeen from the President, nas 
same attitude, Claimant! S 
ein Ste 
| ost ac ceptable they are Ne co-operate aa 
to accomplish that objec at, a 


y mat munber of voters mould be ealled a con otiinenes, he 


one tenth of the 
TN i osen soe election of November get 
> Txeontive proclamation that fact should not mak de! at voi 
in Ner orleans were not free to 


ad been otherrise ne vote in sia 


men ha a been 3 


A these believes “hat if ‘Mm. Field t 


or near 
Pietia 
co 


Sap hte 


Chae 


4 


} impedix cent and 1 es 
goal oted. for t the Aa 


as a right mich she was 


es Pes sentat tion inoludes the less 


72 


considerations and strone, taster” not 
) eladmant 8 loyalty, he was denied admission 
oo ease was not sea! 


1 and Flanders, as stated vy one 


o\reuistane 


e the movenen it of the planter s desir gnee pr “Lnardi ily 


a 


that Anauguratea vy the Free state 


~ Jorzittee hich alse 
Beet was. soon at variance e with ‘the militar 
ea inieran in the 
one had taken Pinal a re koeite 
riefly related, 


. 


Lesue, Lecenper. 


i proposing, though fF 


Se ea State governments 
say en ee could effectively assist 3 
the affairs of Tennes Bee, “that 


to require: 


1 January 8, T8¢4, announced his intention of ° 


Ve was urged, is! 


| 2 they Promptly inveigh 
fees “the columns of the National 
ieee dated: lev Orie eans, gana 
pon naent writ Les as follows: 
ad a Missouri case in Louisiana, and 
Banks our master; and Banks is another Schofield only worse 
eeting last: eve manger a complete see coke 
orders direct 


President, declares his razpone to order an election re) 


ntion, tims playing an the hands of Cottman, “Riddle, and. 


«tke. ingen men-the true. Unite ren-are thun 


this 1 matter: 


ale at all. General she epley, nae 
as done all he can to promote the free State cause, 


2 


a “free tate government, will resign, and the electio 
: ees 


y Banko oe be, purely, at erent ahainaten, and wi 


conto me tank, he velieves, "as the. 


ies A sicgiurenear ss by asking 


ne 


before the louse 


wate 


“comprene ena the nature or the con itroversy Hote 


arose betmeen the ‘Pree “State 
pormander in Lond slana a TAY % 
etait the precise attitude of this organization oad 
ue between the adverse parties, In discussing the 
of the State constitutions of 1852 and Teor, the | 


aqiestion 
. 


State men says nthe is altogether immaterial ; for, 
of arms ine gent to this 3 rebellion, the predomir ant 
t people or Loutsiana have far prec ceded either 
and i reorganize now the State on the Slave eee 5 
soto constit utdons and the lame passed under them reorganized, 
Free soil and free speech have 
from the war, 
rted into anst and ashes all the Constitutions which 
om ene embodying the idea of property in our fellow. 
and all the baneful results of this sys stem of African staves: | 
nothing but the conflic r of the ideas of slavery 


é 


to 9 OO Gannot have peace until public opinion= 


e up to this point. We cannot reorganize the civil govern- 
ty and get rid of 41 
snows ce martial dg aw now pressing dow ur energies 
give utterance to and 
our National Government: ‘all men are 
Mo petter’ wy 


a 


ee verre age BAO}. | that 


nga plan, in all its parts 


nee eting and, that a special orde ar issued pie 


e Stat 2 ea A thus be placed ee 


5 the stondze ast opronents of slavery. They further 


Binoy on then preferred the calling of a Conv 


: > 


ion of state officers under the old constitution, 


Bt 5, -I8es to General Banks certainly leaves. no— i 


10 Gh 


~ 
y 
i 


4 
fy 


time, for he expressed his approval of 


2 by Durant .y th a view -to an election for a 


‘the mature work of which he thought should 
ae ecting of Congress, 
eatbiiity of “so expediting registration outside of New 


e Teady for an election at that early date was exp 


ssnoonn 9 by tae Wwree e State Jomulivwe. | 
“Flanders , xetuming from Vashin wwton in October 863 
B ricgizeas: in reply to an objection that enouch territo 
ve not under Ree tee eon of the Union sak ate. 


* 


the necessity for i 


f whieh the National for 


“wished, Flanders.on his return. to Loud si 


ee 


i 


> Convention 
new fase ehaet ec pnt 


“everywiere turoughout the State. The anno ouncemen’ 


ee 1864 ey Rendrad Banks of nis inte ten 4h onion 


s 


of State office ers under the! O14 ak was Tega 


| dood sion ree their adversaries. Their objections to. 


: itsel if will oe in the proper place. Th 3 
Pan elec etion or State officers on February 22 - se 
me choice of delegates to.a Gonvention to be hele in. 
‘a revision o of the! ‘eoristitution. The paramount objection ° 


te men Was “that ‘the election of State officer 


everal, Banks, precede that fox delegates: to the: 


a civil government Pox: the State. 
wasnin 


pcre, who accompani ied an, Piel +a¥ 


44 
UI 


to ney th LB 


> guided by my wishes, to. some exte 


v 


ss 


rox may toe 4 an “bringing that eT eae 


are An "th general 
a express. the shed the Pp: roohanation — 
f the present month, and in that 3 


LO that pees | Te | 


“Oe: 


rtunate if the peopie, of Louisiana should themselves place the 
, | . *gane - 
remainder of the State upon the footing." . 


‘Though this letter expressed, as one of Mr. Lincoln's strongest — 


es, a hope that all Union men in Louisiana would "eschew ecliquism” 


was destined to be disappointed for at this very time letters from 
val Banks, dated Decexber GS ana Te.iprorned. him ene Governor 
pley, in - Darant and others had given him to ines stand that they 
© exclusively charged with the. work of Reconstruction in Louisians 


nence he had not felt authorized to interfere. Other officers had 


wp claims to Jurisdiction eonflicting and interfering with his 
Beverc.of military adriinistration, Annoyed tnat a misunderstanding 
delaving Work that he had been urging for a yoar, the President 
Gate of Deeember 24 wrote General Banks as follows: 

fe nave 221 the while intended you to be master, ac yell in Tegard 
a ~ 

to reorganizing ,f State ROL OLAS for Louisiana as in regard to the 
military matters of the departments and hence my letters on re= 
construction have nearly, if not quite, all been addressed to. you, 


hr error has been that it did not occur to me that Governor snepley 


7 


Br any One else would set>up a claim to act independenily of vou? 
and hence I said nothing expressly upon the point, Language has not 


Bn guarded at a point where no danger was thought of, I now 


i in 


2 
ey 
> 
tH 
s 
o 
so 
ty 
D 
3 
wo 
ie) 
ct 
a) 
ie 


ai you that-in every dispute with whoms 


~ 


overnor Shepley was appointed to assist the commander of the depari- | 


ent, rot. to thwart him, or act i: TRepeNaeae yy: of him. Instructions 


@ been given Sivectiy: to nim, merely to spare you detail lato 


not to mpersede drslioa wihordty. This in dte aiability’ te: Be 


stmed, it now seems was an ercvor Li are cBat it be pest, 


eC | 1 that vou are raster of ail, 
Ash you"to take the ease as you fone it, ane give us a 
organis ation of Louis jana in the shortest por Bible time. 
Bay here is to have a reasonable constriction. T do not mean that 
you are to withiran from Texas, or ae eri ive 18 TEES aCe i, 


easire + mich you may deem important, Nor do Tt mean that vou are to” 


Rrow away available work already done for reconsruction; nor that 


ee, & 


a 


two be made upon Governor Shepley or any one else, 


ee 
“9 pe at 


be found that they Will not eo-operate with va 
and in ali gecee, you are master while you remain 
epartnent." | 
This oe General Banks "master" of 
ouisiana the President conoluded by thanking him 
Valuable operations in Texas. But before receiv Vine this extensive. 
ority, and the undoubted. apsuranee of Mr. ‘Lincoin'! 
@ormander, On Deceinber SOQ submitted. to 
latruction based upon the eTO 01a! ation and 
mth of ee hon te: For evident reasons this cormunieat: Lon deserves 
se reproduced almost enti 
would suggest", says General Banks;"as the only annedy. and certain 
method. Of . accomplishing your object, that an election be Ordereq. 
or a state Government, under the Constitution and laws of ouisiana, — 


xcept so much thereof as recognizes and relates to slavery, which 


e order authorizing it, inoperative and void. The registration of © 


ters. to se made in conformity with your proclamation, and atl 


aa 


ae ; 


inconsistent mith te Proclanation, oa be made aad Late A 
nvention of tne people for the revision of the constitution may 
“ordered as soon as the government is organized, and the eleotion © 

of members sin place on the same or a subsequent day with 

he general election. The people of Louisiana will aceept such a 

reposition with favor. They. will vrefer it to any arrange! ent which 

ras the subject to tiem for an afvirmative or negative vote. 


mtrange as this may appear it is the fact. Of course a covernment 


yrganized upon the pans or immediate and wMivereal freedom, with 


Peormmercialt and industrial interests to thic order of things, and 
; : # 9 : 


fe 
‘coh 
i. 
fb 
J 
fat 
eed. 

oe 
es 
ts 
<3 
oo 
aL 
3 
hel 


ported ty the army and navy, the influence of the ci 


9f the Government, and the Administration at Washington, could not 


fail by any possibie enance to obtain an absolute and permanent 


recognition of th 1e principle of freedom upon whien it vould be based, 
Any other result would be impossible. The same influence vould secure 
2% ht : 


with the same certainty the selection of proper men in the eleetion 


er officers. 


‘fet me assure vou that this course will be far more ac ceeptable — 


to the sitizens of Louisiana than the: submission of the question 


of slavery as tue enhances of un cicetion, Their self-respect, their 


amour propre will be apreased if they are not required to vote for 


or: eeamnet it., offer them a government without slavery and they wili | 
gladly | necept it: as a necessity Teguitineg-trom the war. O77 se 
: ‘points, sufficient guarantee of rignt results can be se 


oe — gestion, that of immediate emancipation, will 


ab initio. ery a conceded and absolute prohibition of 


srnment ean be esta#bli isned whenever 


Lohan thirty < or sixty, aa} rit a government that will be satisfactory 


to the south amie the 1 North: to the South becsuse it relieves them . 
ror any me as in regard to “an institution which ¢ annot be restored, 
pia indo they cannot condemn; and to the North, because i 
the interests of Liberty beyond all possivie 
failure. The: Tesult. is. tertain.. 
oe) this 
Upon rece ving communication the President, who cnerisi 
yen of restoration to which exact conformity was indispensabl 
January 13, 1864 expressed in a letter to General 
. the zeal anf, nonfidenee manifested by him in the question of 
inaigurating a free State government in Louisiana. He hopes that 
ties oT a eee in the letter of Decerber 24th that the 
va 
artment Soe aT eaey commenced work. "Whether you have don 
not”, continues the letter, "“please’, on receiving 
| paton, using your own vi epic ata 
bichay ridt carry you Bian from the condi tions, 
way me, or from those of the message and proclamatio Th ae 
cember 8th. Frame orders and fix tines i places fc this and that, 
ording to your owt fudement:.” 
This letter repeats the idea of subordination to ceneral 
the officials in that department holding Gisiert ty from the 
resident; ana also that the bearer of this letter, collector Dennigem, 
New. Orleans underste ands the Viersor the conmander 
OaTryine ther out. 
| ‘Dennison avrived in Ner Orleans, however, General Banks — 
2 alre dy, inchis proclamation of January * , 1864, fixed a date 


on. This action was determined, said the Dep vartnent 


Reese 


. 
a 
2 


the popula 


lander , iit the ample assurance that more than a tenth or 


n posire! the earliest possible restoration of Louisiana to the Undon™ 
ce invited the Loyal citizens of the State nalified tO Vote: 27 “publie 
ene assemble in the cleetion precincts designated by law, 
ee eOn™ the 22d of Pebpruary 1864 to cast their votes for the etecti i.’ 
Prete officers... ....Vig....«...Governor, Licutenant-Governor, | 
oretary or State, freasurer, Attorney General, Superintendent of a 


plic Instruction and Auditor of Public Accourts-wio shall, when eleet - 


p ciae the time being, and unt it others are appointed by comretent 


Bathority, #orstitute the oivil government of the State, under ‘the 
jonstitution and laws of Louisiana, except so mich of said constitution 
nd laws as reorganize, oP relate to slavery, which, being inconsistent 


fith tne present condition of public affairs, and plainly inapplicable j 


ee 


fo any class of persons now esisting within its limits, mist be suspend—_ 


, and therefore an hereby declared to be inoperative and vold. 


This proceeding is not intended to ignore the right of property 


4 

| 
pens prior to the rebellion, nor to BA COI CE the claim for compensa = 
lon of loyal ‘eitizens for loss sustained by enlistment or other 


‘ 


pathorized acts of Governnent." 


The qualifications of voters in this eleetion were to be determined by 


ne. oatn of allegiance preseribed ay Une President's proclamation 


i. 


ogetner with the condition annexei to the elective franchise js 5 sane 


 heidegme of Louisiana. Officers elected to be auly. ins falled in a 


ces on March 4%n. 


SO tMmoh of tne reristration effected under direction of Governor 


pley and the several Union Associations as vas not inconsistent with 


Laration and senesis orders of the President was approved. 


oclamation mi “ther anno eed. that arrangements vould be made 
ne eariy ele fotion of members of Congress for tne — and, that 

organic Law might be made to conform to the Will of the peoptle 

harmonize with the spirit of the age, an atin ot delegates 


for the revision of the constitution vould 


This proclarntion deciared, among bi hones, that 

“The fundamental 1ay-or the’ Sta martial law," 
Government 16 subject to the pe of necessity, and mist consult 
the condi t tions of things rather than the vreferences of mer, and 
if .so be that its’ purposes are just and its hheaspures wise, it has 

the right to demand that questions of personal Lnterest and opinion 
snall be subordinate to the public’ good. When the National exintenee — 
is at stake, ana the Libertics OF. tne people au perdi, faction is. | 


treason,” 


wrne methods herein proposea submit the whole question of 


erkecrs, earth rar to) ine union, 
é DOL Houses of Congress; sind then by a 
confirm the action of the. pechie and vrecorpnize the principles of 
frecdon “in the organic lav. THis is: the wish of the President. 
on February Isth, nine days pefore the election, 


ral Banks, issued an order viii cat to the quaiifiecations of 


SS 


rs. Tt provided, in addition: to the deslavatio ns on that subject - 


5 proclanation, that Union $0 ees expelled from thei 


enemy, tight: cast their vallots for State 


is ea in the army Om navy contd vote in those precinets in which 


might Ge found on e] Lleotion dav. If without the State, then 


ssioners would — “appointed to reccive their ballots wherever 
tionea; returns to be made to General Shepley. 


BS eavsrndt three candidates vere nominated: B. 
a . 3.7) ee ee 
resentative of the Free, Committee: Michael Hahn, the choice of 


Ne 


y. Flamiera, & 


se who approved -the measures of Generel Sanka, and J, QQ. Ay Pellows ey 
slavery conse ervative, who favored nthe Constitution and the Union 


wee whe 


mn the Preservation of the rights of 11) ifviolatée." The friends ae 


N would deny to rersons of African descent the privilicea of 


tizenship whereas the supporters of Tlanders generally would extend a 
} them such rients and immunities. 

on Washington's birshday, as announced in the proclamation of 

eral BANKS an election was held in seventeen parishes, Hahn receiv= 
(eres, Fellows 2996 and Flanders 2232 votes, a total of TT4tT of 

eh one hundred and seven were cast by Louisiana soldiers stationed - > 


eneacola, Florida, 


Writing February 25th to the President, Geneval Banks says: 


"fhe election of the £24 of February was conducted with great 


Mm. and propriety. No cotlaint is heard from anv quarter, so fam. 


know, of unfairness or undue influence on the part of the dfriceras | 
Bie goverment , (KR sotte of the strictly military posts, the entite 
vot the Louisiana men was cast for Flanders, at. others for 

tenn, accor ling 40. 6 the “inelination of the voters, Every voter 


ted the oath preseribed by your proclamation of. the 8th of 


vote of the State has been less: than forty thousand, The 


= de 


ae 


pace pane aliaauaimalaa iseeiy oe ag 
a By, covered by our arms." 

ends of the see State General donmittee 

the resnlt of the election "the registration of 


‘and, "worthy of no respect from the representatives and 


ative of the nation”. To whe question whether this election aad, 


sident, re-established a State Government 
r Pronrtiy ansverea in the negative, for the canmanding general 
x Ltution of [862 and ordered 
er at in Pak eigen ’ the peorle nad. nothing to 
establishing goverment, his proclama ation, by Feoogni 2 ng 
stence or the old co nstitution, made the re-estab] 7 ent before-— 
na for then. _ | 
The governor and iieutenant-governor, together with other exeoutive — 
eers chosen is a a State government, for all the consti 
ouisia na, inejudine that of 852, describe the covernment as 
sisting of three departments: Uxeoutive, Legislative and Judicial. 
Thongh not avoved, the reason of his fai ure to 1e3 + election 
merbers of the Legislature is plain: there is not wilthin Urnier 
es a sifficient number of parishes to elect a majority of that body — 
less than a. majority is, by the constitution, not a quorum to do 
‘ | electe ao 
ness: 30 that, no i lentes be legallv paid for that ean only 
sti tution provides that 
as well as justiees of the 
d. by ‘the people. The present incumbents haves 
fies, wy General bhepley,. Should Mr. Hahn, under preten 


govemor, undertake to poreit Judges, the act would be 


) State government established by this election, but 


> proclamation of the President has not, e matter 


compliel with, for Article XII. of the 


or marine in the amnzy or navy of the 


ra 


Ye entitied to vote My €leetion 
notorious fact that General 


ee recruited in Louisiana, and o therwise qualified 


e and that Many availed themselves of the privilege. Again, 


po Giaaiies: vy act of Mareh 20, 1856, pr ed for the 


pointxent ean New Orieans, of a reriste f voters whose OLILSG 
4 b i 


pall be closed threo days before the election, ani no one register- 


a durin > that reriod. Nov, prior to the late election, the register 


Ld 


aving closed his office, according to law, orders vere at once 


ven to tro Other officers, recorders of the city, who have no 


pa rowend oF funetions by law, to register voters, which they did 


cat and day and persons. so registered were allowed to vote." 


“Referring to the declared intention of General Banks to or "der 


eation a0" delegates toa constitutional convention, and, ies ae: 


equent onder, Pix the basis of representation, the mumber of 


egates and ‘the details of the election, May SeLG: 


hole matte er ut nder military control, and the experience of 


| 


lection’ shows that only sich a convention ean be 


“ 


-inrluen nees of the blitary 21 permit. Under an eleeti 


Foe 


commanders to. us UEP the powers 7 


people. seca 


oritiota of zrec 


aren Ae events and in the prese nee of a vast 


4, who nad rec ceived a majority of Pal the votes 


dovernor, amides great e enthusiasm, yn March 4th. 
ed. in the amnesty and reconstruction proclamation of 
ree3, given above , was added the following: 


urthor 5 sole nm: y swear, that. Tt am qualified according to 


itution of 9 ee ‘State to nold the office to. whieh I : nave 
ected, and that I ) ‘ | 
anties: inoubent on se Asi of the sta 
cords e. to the best of my See ana 


Saka and Laws of 
ooordin ig to Gi oe: 
consisie mnt mith the necessary military 
¥ te troops OF the Uni ted states for the § 


tion of the aut chority of 


s the legal Peony A Soe 
anes: and ¢ citizens und erstood that 


lar power, entirely subordinate -to the ape 


nich, a one other ‘things ie ites 
franchise. I ; “parely mgcest fo: 
the coloze” people may not be J 


aligent, and ‘especially those who have fought ee 


ney ‘would probably help, in some trying time to come, 


—— 7 
‘ 


* 


jewel of liverty within the family of freedom. But 
| public, but to Fou. alone,” 
note, ir. Blaine says: 
any authentic source to 
| an inaireet ut most plaieia 
eng ted to use M | Lingoln's nan i 


i 


polioies w' oh his intimate friends Shatt actively a 
of justice." 
papa of f General Banks, the President, 4710 days late 
Hahn, ental further order, Wwith the povers exercised — 


ait ary covernor OF Louisiana," 


= 


“Bentinents of fie Free State ee vegni tem ittie. 


seein» hts amin ir, 
F His competitors, 


26) tne creastay Der partment ‘and from tis vereee ground, 


6 of an alliance Taek: tis’ vise? etl : 


and the Radicals : in voth Hous ses of Congress there can be little 


me Departs nent Comma ander , in a general order, gave notice, | 


ae to a State conven ition to meet in 
d amendment of tne Constitution oF Louisiana". 
later, ae Governor Hahn, in ¢ procianation 
: | coneernca authorized i 
to the 


and to” mal, prompt ois “Ay Oe: 


oxant to these notices the tee was held on 
embe yi whom were re 
entire State was entitled to 


gates. The wate’ Orleans was represented br sixty-three 


1 


a 


“Leaving to tne COT parishes put thirty-two. Of the vote, 


cil dioaanllle light, no return at oe ears to have been 


n elestion 


ais) 


eral Banks informes. a com ttce of congress that all of the State 
t 


far up as Point Coupee voted; some men from the Red River c 
ir ballots at Vidalie. in nis statement he. declared that "The city 
New Orleans $a" fee lly the State of Louisiana": yet at that time 
ontainei less than half the population of the State. 
Te Convention, which assembled April 6, I864, was organized on 
e seventh with B. H. Durell as President and, after a session of 
Re than two .and a.-nalf months, adjourned | duly 25, A proelama- 
n of the Governor appointed september Stn oa the time for taking 
ote on the work of the Convention. The result was 6836 for the 
loption and T566 for the rejection of the. Constitution. 

of the work of .ne Convention General Banks ,as- J follows: 


he 


Hin @ State whieh held 331,726 slaves, one half of its entire 


oy 


population in 1860, more than three- fourtns of whom had been 


beng 
Os 


specially excepted from the Proclamation of mMancipation, and were 


w 


Ss 


Be § Refachaadl ne 


still nelad de jure in bondage, the Convention declare. by a 


svyity of all the votes to whieh the State would have been entitia® 
f every delegate had been present Irom every distriet in the ' 
i 


State. 


Instantaneous, universal, uncompensated wneonditional emancipation 


Ma 


er ciaves’ It prohibited forever the recognition of property in 


is 


man, 


© 
cr 
ae 
O 
ae) 


It hacdoed the education of all the children, without distin 
of race or color! 

© it directs all men, white | r blaek, to be enrolled as soldiers 
‘for the pubiie eheeka! | 


makes all men equal before the law 


ee. 
£ ws wg 


1B, by. its ‘nogmerating sr eat. the ultimate recognition 


£ all the rignts. wht on national authority can confer upon an 


2 


$3768. 


ctate! 

At the same election, that of September 65th, 
reons were chosen Representatives in 

| De Mal, sh. we VOLLS Le Taliaferro. A Leet svat ae 
“eleo oted at the same time, tne. wenbers or 
in favor or a Free eS and by this Doar even alectore -of 
iee~President were appointed, 
senators were elected: | ing ine Che unexpired 


m ending Mareh 4, I867 and Charles Smith for the vacancy created 


a 


‘the resignation Of Judah P. Benjamin, and ending larch 4, T866. 
foe 46 matter of familiar history that the State government whose 


” 


storation has been described was never recognized by Congress, Ti 


stion was | presented to that body, December 5, 1864, at the opening 
‘the second debstor of the Thirty-eighth Congress 


~ 


re named appeared in Washington applying for adni.ss 


again in January and February 1865 upon consideration of a joint 


Iution declaring certain States not enti to representation in 


nical Solle ere. 


is @ivil. government 
ne ptocensive steps” in its accomplishment havé been related with @ 
@ of minuteness go that the nature of the contr soversy between. 


i. anches of governnont may be better 


oun has been presented of the manner 


ies 


: of Arkansas restored its civil goverment. 


ve Reconst n 120 tion. ° 


| by  apkas 1Ssas. 
oe soxthern 4 Arkansas were strongly attached to sails: 
_ cember abn, rhen a- commissione 
sion movement took Place within the state: 
coh sae ner with + 
-nterests with the 
per ton sons sa action were adopted 
| Sargent meeting ever me Van Buren, 


ot then deemed 2 suffic rLent ease to dissolve 


contrary were regarded 


A 


f events: that se parcely t70 | reeks had erageed 


signs of ‘nesting uneasily in the Union, 


+ 


tate MM the. election of Rye fox thd 


cast for ‘the ‘Union against L7927 for the 


“convention, which assembled March ath, 


Ad 


oe: ender officers: the proposal to hold it 


‘ingonsty of ss josie in tie: plate ther of orotate 
ce was. ac 


at 


th Fort smith a sa alute o 


ired n honor of th 


at unfairozable ‘bepression. on the I7th an ordinance, 


oy a “self-consti tuted committee of seven secessionists and 
n 90-070 srationists, was unanimously adopted. This provided for an 
ection on the first Monday of August when the qualified voters of the 


whe te 


be coud cast their ballots for "secess on" ox... Lox "co-operation®, 
» result, hough not wholly satisfactory to either party, afford 
e for deliberation. 
Tidings of the fall of Sumter, together with th 
oclamation and a requisition Vor troops from the Secretary of War, 
terrupted the DrLer interval of repose following the adjournment of 
e Convention, in these cire uistanees the State was compelled to 3 
e a choice of sides. Governor Rector's ep LY APTA 
quisition shors him to have been mazaently in favor of 
President of the sconvention, concurring in this sentiment, 
for that body to re-assemble May sixth when an ordinance of 
eension was promptly passed vith but one dissenting vote. By 
solution the Convention authorized the Governor to eall out, 
ssary, 60000 men and also ordered the issue of $2,000,000 ay ponds. 
r ordinanec eceonrtiscated debts due persons in non-slavenolding 
. The first military movement, after the ordinance 
en carried, gt ae: te) secure the.Federal property.within the 
exe to the South singled out for seigure the arsenals 
ith and Littie Rock,. The latter.city, on Februar y 5th, was 
apto. @ grand turmoil. of eonfusion and excitement by the tune, pe 
wal of a bead OL troops. from Helena with the avowed purpose ot= 


1e renal; more soldiers arrived during that and the suecceed— 


11 about 400 nad assemblex. Faovgh the Governor, in response 


ho: be ae 
mretweal of the 
aa "ay bo nay of tren. aisavored by their ica tte 
2 movement and he 
surrend ler in the tvame. « € the State. Thi demand 
fai . | 
til 3 o'elock next , to consider when he made kx 


8S bas ‘evacuate the arsenal which about noon of: 


to the State authorities. 


on.May Teth, took, their. 


VW: | 2 observed, assumed 
a ‘Lan-manci.ng pody, and,: because of 
ae os Se : ; 
oT th both Governor and 
wered the former to call out, if necessary , 
De daeneenss- afeastern and a vestern, 
asec to the sdekanclsasde ti the Somer and General Pearce. 
States carry, +0 that: of the J latter division. Before — 
statdonet sy the Tnatan Territory, eould aseure 2 


wee pursuit of Bee 


ne Oe. auc: oe wh" 


Be eins to the Gentagerete Governme nt 


heir ¢ arms siesta however, a condi tion precede 


3 @ @isposition, the transfor 
, Stourthy a ‘second effort was made by 
‘dadtary Doara + who visited General Hardee with whom. 
ment was comple sted by whichis wotesshould be taken among 


z, A 


troops. ir a mainte of each company consented, those so consent- 


Boe 40 be turned over as a company. If a majority declined, the 
a y mas to ve disbanded altoge thes: One entire company was tenet & 
rea out and, from various motives, two or three hundred soldiers 
ed hon ne, ‘This was from the eas stern divis sion. The western | 
BO ens! ily aispc Sead of... Tne Military Board, after the battle of 
ingfiela, a reeted General Pearee to turn over his force to Haz “dee 

ne! angry prices agent proposed to submit the question | 
nefer and refused to allow it to be done; this insubordinate 
oliowed, up by wri ine an, “abusive Letter to the Board, 
ted his (troops from MeCulloch's command and marched 
kansas. vhere they were es disbanded and sent 


na re eult, the Board ordered Géreral Pearce to do 
the matter, but their despatene s arrived too late 
overnor Reetor' Ss account shows Avkansas troops, claimed to be 


in a state of complete — 


Tans sda irish, as well as their descendants, showing itt 
or enlist, the Governor ascribed their indifference to a 


yeportunity for promotion in the service. If this wae eh 


- population was i: 


ae 


oe cpaiteccnss ion 490 negro men and a girl 


ounty. 


oe — ipa abanalinla ic ok enief cause of alarn 


* 


ad. 


Lo exist-in a “tate. In October, twent 


s members of a — 


Many others oqere a ste) a ae time and it. was 
‘the "Peace and Constitution Society" numbered 1700. 
Sella: 


age so: ) 


a Scie ibs the Wiest excited 
or che Teth or February , bv. proc 
‘the State subject 
ce Tas , 
Se on the same day, and, aithin al in ommandg 
an =ppeal to every men "40 turn out promptly, 


is “musket and drive yo ageeecas the State," 


om resoure pes and ie ie me 


the ‘Indd aon Territory and Texas. 
16d. the Gove erno?., in as 


: 


indignation and. threaten 


— is not ‘Arkansas: a6 she eilaces: the ont 


be 


she remain Arkansas, a Confederate State, — 
as a- wil jeruess. Her child iren, fleeing from 


the wrath to co 
elgg ered ark, and launch | it on nex waters, secking a 


safety and rest." 


PpaPha: General curtis moved to White Rive 
23, BateBville where he was met by many fhgsres 
eine 16 Union. Judges Maes courts, | clergy: 
cane forvard and voluntarily took the oath 
sd advance upon Littl 


vLe Rook 
there and. the Gove ernor 
litia ‘to ‘repair 1 


a 


ne immediately to 


its defence; 
‘sifficientiy supro 


sek 


le 
t 


~ 


rted he fled. The con 
available confederate strength 7a 


sat this 


or 


time, Ten reginenta 


OF Gen eral curtis to re- ent Pores 


e the 
This le ft nin in ‘no col 


Federal troop 
NGLtion -to 


eas) 
ae 


aren. wpon the gtate eat 
the 4 time, it was itd iene Twelve thouscnd poorly 
nse to the appeal o 


3 oy, 
saan 


equipped men 
“en there in re F Governor. Ree tor. 
b 


y Federal troops 


i, lilac ein 
* Itissot military governor. on Angust 
s for Hele a; but as the contemplated mover 
> was of li ttle impox os From 
ep ate FE men . 

eo occa 


aia 


ents oF Arkansas, we ere organized, cy ee 


a 


~90~ ) 


ffensive operations and the Summer had not mich advanced before 


strong colurn was moving on Little Rock the capture oF which, 


eptember I0, 1868, was 2 fatal blow to the Confederate authority 


hroughout the State. 


feridst all its distresses the northern section of Arkansas had 


Maintained its loyalty; recent reverses to Confederate arms eneourag- 


~ 


led disertion from their ranks; Union sympathizers tecame active and 
hoverents pemun bY them were joined by mumbers who now regarded the 
onfederate cause as iost; many, however, fearing a restoration of 
that authority, hesitated to «6©6ldentify. themselves with more pronounc- 
a. loyalists. A newspaper, favorable to the General government, was 
established at the capital. Meetings were held and resolutions, pledg- 
bing unconditional support of the Union cause, adopted. Gitizens, both 
ite and plack, were organized, and by December 1863 eicht regiments 
‘Arkansas troops had enlisted in the Federal serviee, A still mote 
noouraging symptom was the return of. eminent persons who now aanme 

? he Union cause. Prominent amongthese was Bhicadier- 


meral f. W. Gantt of the Confederate army, recently a prisoner of war 


nd pardoned under the Amnesty Proclamation of the President. Toward 
- close of I863 he thus deseribes the feeling of the people: 

ee Tnhe Union sentiment is manifesting itself on all sides and by every 
indieation-in Union meetings-in desertions from the Confederate army= 
in taking the oath of allegiance unsolicited-in organizing for home _ 

pitence., and enlisting in the Federal army. 01d flags that have peen 

hid in the crevices of rocks, and been worhsipred by our mountain | 
"peorie as holy relics, are flung to the breeze and followed to | 


3 Union army with an enthusiasm that beggars all deseription. 


ye 
Eiseia 


Fes 


re 


ear is 


; hemeliuat 


me 1ittie county of perry that votes only abont 600 and which has. 
‘been turned. wrong side ont. in search of cons prints by Hindman and 


nis feliow-mrderers and oppressors, with their retinue of salaried 


Ok ama ee ee sent down a company of ninety-four mer 


Where thoy eame from, and how they Kept their 014 flag during these 
F three years of terror, persecution and plunder, I ean’t, tell. But 
they were the proudest looking set of men I ever saw, 2nd full of 


flight." 


The retreat or General Banks from the Red River country changed 
ereatly the aspe ot of Federal affairs. in kansas for 1% aiiowed 
a1. THe donfederate forces — invtne vielnity i concentrate against 
the smell army of general Steele compelling him to agt on the 
defensive at Little Rock. The State, once Wore, coming, .t0. 4 consider 
able extent, under confederate control, loyalists pecame searce and : 
“gradnally lost energy and liope. 

Local reverses, however, were not allowed to interrupt the com- 
‘prehensive policy of the President and eariv in 1864 preperations 
Pies! wade t¢ reorganize the State ¢ sswreormen t This movement, like. 
those. in Tennessee and Louisiana, was based upon the Amnesty and 
~ Recones ahene tn bielieexcuasg aout ar December a, Tees. Even before this a 

bias had Se een taken the President was area 2dy moulding the diverse 3 
“elenents into a power that would ultimately undermine Confederate == | 


influence in the state an the preceding Summer, July Shy lees. i. 


he wrote § S. A. ‘Hurlbut: 


i understand that Se sna.tor Sebastian of Arkansas, thinks of offer 


th to. resume his place in the Senate. 


Of course the Senate and 


wens mhe ther to admit or Seen team hin.Stili 1 


et 
es 


oe 
. 


moe 
Cu 


- should feel great interest in the question. It may be so present- 


ed as to be ave efuthe very greatest national PEPE yates; and it 
may be otherwise so presented as to be of no more than temporary — 
personal consequence Vo nim. 

The emancipation proclamation applies to Arkansas Ny Cah hae a 
‘think - eneli not Pelract or repudiate it. Those who have tates 
actual freedom TI pelieve ean never be slaves or quasi-slaves 
‘again. For the rest I believe gome plan substantially peing gradual © 
emancipation would be better for both White and black. The | 
Missouri plan, recently adopted, tO not object to on account 

ee the time. for ending the institution; but I am sorry the beginn= 
ing should have been postponed Tor seven years, leaving all that 
time to agitate fox tae rapend ot the whole thing. I should 

begin at eek. giving at least the new-born a vested interest 

in freedom which could not be taken away. tf Senator Sebastian 
should come with something of this sort from Arkansas, I, at 
Laks ahonte take preat interest in his case; and I believe a 
single individual will have searcely done the world so great 

a service. See him, if you can, and read this to nim; but change 
hin vo ‘not make it public for the presen | | 


Union officers in the West were urged by Mr. ddaeeln, an 


Jetober 1862, to assist and encourage repentant rebel. communities to 


ot. both Btate officers and members of Congress. As this involved a 


gnition of existing governnents, it need searecly be observed 


it the march of evants forced the President later to ocoupy somewhat — 


frerent ground: nor is it more necessary to add that to his main 


undermine secession and. Yestore the Union, he adhered 


d 


‘lexibly.. With this fundamental object all his acts harmonize. At 
e time of her secession, W. K. Sebastian represented Arkansas in 


ne United Sta tes Senate, but was now read iy to assist in restoring his 


state to ner 014 status. Of these evidences of disintegration in the 

Confederate interests within the State, the President was Verv exactiy 

nformed and it was beeause of nis conviction that many LOO nitherto 

supporting that cause were either wavering in their allegiance or 

1ad. become hostile to secession that he wrote, January 5, 1864, to 

yeneral Steele: 

"T wish to afford the people of Arkansas an pbarunite ae taking 
the oath prescribed in the proceaamation of December 8, 1863s, 
preparatory WN os ieee a state covernnent there. 


Accordingly I send you by General Kimball some blank books and 
other blanks, the manner of using whieh will, in the main, be suggest | 
ed by an inspection of them; and General Kimball wilt add some 


verbal explanations. 


an.3 


Please r SSN ‘a trial of te ratter immediately at such points as 


you may think likely to give success. I suppose Helena and batted 


Rock are two of them. Detail any officer you may see fit to take 


gharee of the subject at cach point; and which officer, it may be 


assumed, ‘will ave aithority to administer the oath. These pooks 


of course are intended to be permanent records. Report to me on 


the subject." 
A week ane searcely elapsed when Mr. Lincoln approved the 


uggestvion of Genera 1 Banks relative to geihcich ane mt a Civil 


vernient for Louisiana, and, doubtless, he knew no Treasol why similan) 4 


= 


Ay + not be going on simultaneously in Arkansas , therefore 


iy 


1f-expie nator, and, 


at 3 mich ae nts eves shor 


a as A aanign 
pets except that. ‘the consti tution iss 
nat "there shall be n either slave ery nor i 
n puntshnent for. erime ™ mereot the party shad nave sh, 
onvicted; but the General Asse exbly may rake guch Provision 
Pa rea tine ete or 


Cy 


en Me} 


ae noma Ws rw tna 


i Laves ae inoperative 
mn the 8 asth day of 2 Hareh next at the: 
all sueh as voters may attend for tht 
at each place, at 8 o'cloek in 
ms ehoos + judges | and ae £ el 


id co n st Ltut io n 


| hat each set of pees aba: Meets may rake diets directly te ou 
on or before the ITth day of April next; that in all otner respeets 
said paecttan May be conducte’ according to said modified cons stitis 
tion ana laws; that on receipt of said returns you count said voted, | 
“and that if the mimber shall reach or exeeed five thousand four ‘ 
“tunarea and BLX, ‘you canvass said votes and ascertain who shall 


thereby appear to have been elected governor; and that on the I8th |. | 


"Gey Of April next, the person so appearing to have been elected, 


nANG. appearing before you at Little’ Rock to have, by you, administer- 


ea to nim an oath to support the Cons Arete Adina f the United States 

q and said modified constitution of the state o f Arkansas, and ac ote 
i alts taking aa Oath, be, by you, declared qualified, and be enjoin} 

' ed. to immedia tely enter upon the duties of the officer of governor 

| of said State: and that you thereupon declare the constitution of 


the State of Arkansas to have been modified and amended as afore- 


' gaia by the actionof the peovie as aforesaid. 


- Vou rill please order an election immediately, and perform the 


: ! i h 
-otner parts assigned you, with necessary incidentals, all aecord- 


ing to the foregoing." 

y discussion and organization, the elements opposed to the Ric cnmond 
pyetemnant weacandlies ser enthusiasm that Unionists anticipated 

e wibhes of the President by eee. January 8, os in convention — 


Ht Little Rock. This assmebly , ‘composed. of fourty-four delegates, 


| the | state, was made up of members elected, at various mass meetings 
hee auiind votes. This at least was an objection then urged by thos 


adv rse to the purpases of the Convention. They further 


, Yl 


va oa that nany of ‘tie counties represented were without the Federal. 


: ~98- 


ih tary lines. Tt mas admitted that if these counties lay beyond 
thes ee, 
ion ines neither weXOLoeerD sled by Confederate forces, and that. 


nerally the delegates were gentleman of character and patriotism. 


“In a vublished address the Convention states frankly: 


“We found after remaining at Little Rock about a week, under a 


temporary organization, that delegates wore present from twenty— 
‘tyo conntios, elected by the people, and that six shen counties 
“had held elections, and that their peaeGdier thls ace were looked for 
daily. Wei then organized the Convention permanently and sdternie 
ed that while we could not properly claim to be the people of | 
Arkansas’ in donven ition as sseribled. , WAS dl and final wipe 


to adopt a donstitution, va being the representatives, by election 


Of f considerable portion of the State, and understanding, as we 
: td P 


believed, the sentiment of nearly ali our citizens who desire 


the immediate benefits of a government under tie authority oF 


the United States, we also determined to present a Cons titution 
and plan ‘of oreanization, whion, if adopted by them, becomes at 
onee their acts as effectually as if every county in the State had 
been it acer tot in: the Corvention." 
1 amended nomeek tatlorti wes adopted by this donvention on Jamery 22d. 

it the act of secession was declared null and vold; slavery was 
olisned immediately and onemumteen and the Jonfederate debt 

ouiy repudiated. These important changes in the fundamental law of 


state rene the sentiment of the delegates. Tsaac Murphy was 


a a oe le 3 , a 

he same day as the adoption of the ‘ons stitution meat; by its schedule, 7 

as submitted ony popular vote at. an Section sto be: nelda Maren 4th 
al BO°. 

nen State orricers and members of congress would ,be chosen. 


“Ignorant that the movement to restore acivil governnent nad proceed 


ea 80 far, Mr. Lineoln had sent his instructions to General Steele. 


These had been carefully considered and he feared the result of the 


Convention wouli differ in some essential particular from the plan 


outhkined for the Federal commander. To prevent sch a@ consequence the 


President wrote General Steele again on January 27 as follows: 
"I have addressed a letter to you, and put it in the hands of 


Me, Gantt.and other Arkansas gentlemen, containing a program for 


| an election in that state. This letter will be handed you by sone 
OF theee ger itlemen. Sinoe writing it, & see cnat a convention in 

Arkansas naving the same general object, has taken sone action, 
"which tf am afraid may clash somewhat with my program. T therefore 
do no better than to ask you to see Mr. Gantt immediately on 


his return, and with him do what you and he may deem neces Bary to 


harmonize the plansinto,one, and then put it through with all PO ossible 
vigor. Be sure to retain the Free- “Baaed constitutional provision. : 
in some unauestionable form and you and.vie ean £ix the rest, The 
points : have made in whe program nave been meet considered, Take 
hold with an honest heart sind. a strong ha ind. Do not let any questi on+ 
able man control or influence ae . 
ne Pres sident! ¢ interest in the proceedings of the Convention and his 
Kiety avout the outcome of its déliberations appear in a Letter to 

biigcenae Steele wadtten three days after the above. So favorable were — 


mpressions of the progress reported that he catbevind the best his” 


tmould be to help them on Titer own mene rate fae 


i er ey, On ae | 
” movev en, Conepedl. (Si keele, who “gason the. ground, was to be the 


To Governor Murphy he telegraphed, February 6th, that his 


mi on ‘the Mancenssos mignt take; also that his ae 
tion to General Steele directed that offte cer to assist not to ninder 
he delegates. General Thayer also was informed that the apparent 
liet between the President and the | 
On: Rebsnary r7th, Mr. Lincoln explained more fully 40 Wm. MM. ae 
"hen t fired a: plan for election in Arkansas, 1 did it in ignorance 
that your convention was doing the same work. Since I learned the 
“latter tact I have been Constantly trying to yield my plan to th eg 
oy nave sulk two kettera. to General Steele, and three or four 
to vou ShAvUtHebs, saying that he, General Steele, must be 
put that it will probably be best for him, to merely 
convention on its own plan. Some single mind mst.be master, else 
there will be no agreement in anything, and General Steele, connie 
p She the mvetery. and being on the ground, is the best man to be 
aac master. Even now citizens are Ldiuiernnyts ig me to postpone the. 
election to a later day than either that fixed by the donvention 
or by Nae. This discord mist be silenced." | 
e President ‘evidently had learned something from his reeent experience 
ith nis friends and subordinates in Louisiana. General Steele, from | 
2dquarters at Little Rock, issued on February 29th an address. to 
f peopierot Arkansas: 
oneal aly itizens,; held at Little Roek during the 
ast month”, ge : proclanation, "has adorted a constitution — 


be | mS at 
ted, nto you for. your approval or rejection. That const 


now to say, oy alk ry ce yrwiacee 


be your fundamental law. \Waile it. may have defects in the 


e 


it is in accordance Men ehe viens of that tortion of the people 
“who have been resisting the fratric 2Ldad Witerits which have been 
~ made auring the last three years, The Sonvention has fixed 
OREN nth aay or liareh nex % On wnich to decide this 
an. the General Commanding is only following the instruétiors oo: 4 
“Government when he says to you hat tote Pied ty will bel orraea! 
for the expression of your sentiments, uninfluenced by. any nonaineae 
tions save those which affect your ow interes ts and those of your 
posterity. en Me cg ee Biers erg, lo ee ne - 
The election will be held and the return be made oi accordance with — 
the. sche: Mie. adopted by the convention and no interference from any 
‘quarter Will be allowed to prevent the free expression of tne Lover ae 
men of the State on that aay.” 
The election, pursuant to this notice, began Varen oo Hees polls 


metning Open for three days. Yor the consti tution B17” and against 


« 4 rk i 
eRe votes were cast. Isaac Murphy , against whore there was no oppos=— 
ng oandiaate, was chosen Governor beat TR430 votes east by the citizens 


t. 


of 1 nore than ‘fourty counties. As early as March I8th, the President 
appears to have received from the governor-elect some favorable vidiines 
4 on. April 27, when more complete returns had reached nim from the 
source, he expressed, in-a telegram, nis gratification at the 
“more “than: indie that required by the Louisiana plan, and 


Ppasiatgense thet: the State arth tn hl ineluding tae 


anized and. in working order. 


ore of the executive, ‘ene 


ysen. At. ihe gare tame three 


donee 88 ak Jac eke, TA OAL 0, Ropers ane go. WF, 


i... ted from yay eg eepaneie third sarerboicibs 
tively. The Levietwtors: Col of twenty-three § Senators and 
| a on the II Tth of April, and, auzing 
tontorine, appointed Wn. Fishback 
‘gena tow t fad acanole caused. wind oe 
anaignt R. i aaa Ke re 
and progrens of the 
tee vetween the Presi sani and Congress, will desoribe nore 
the: attitude of ‘that body towar hc a at 
netruetion. and afford an opportunity for maki some observations 
hon the nature of the conventions by which’ eivil fo overmnent nad 
stored in Tennessee, Louis siana and Arke ansas and the Co std tuto? 


* 


of the various exeoitive acts by vhich this re-establishnent was 


ies, in Tennessee , in Louis! lana and in 


wi eT nts in pasmony with the United 


onemat 1 partionlariy deserved ain the prec ceding page 2S. 
p events mien marked “the progress of secession in those 
ek dle authorities 
gov ernnents within their borders: 


14 


operations oe those causes wien Ve si mately overthren rebel] 


n nore > rapidly sk etched. To trace tne development of the 
etmeen the BX xecntive and the Legisiat® Lve Derar ntments 
its “eulnin nation in the impeachne 
A nore aupio namative » a Ee ay 
: 2 1859 9 when Jobr Brown, for his rash though o urageous — 
to liberate. slaves, Was hanged by the esutiorities of omer: 
of e even io wthiern people Lop ke 92 on with indiz ‘Perel 


rn = : aie 4 ! *, : 
The inhabitants of the free States, however, mere 


la-abiaing than p pi tiless and came in time to cherish as a.” 


ory of that ste rn 018 Puritan. Tdeas in those times matu: 


nthe fad soareoly elapsed when — 
v ' York, introduced into 


Gonfederate Government was organi 


cle assumed to. secede: from the Union: 


oh 


t to proven t the ‘vorder slave states’ 


le or the exten 


¢ 


in’ any lawful 


For the” enane: spation oF 
ved, That the select committee of five be instructed to in uire 
the | oonsen 1% of the people, or of the state covermonts, 
: ee the ; 
nating the “slavenolders, it be practicable for,General © 
of the slaves in some, or 


a A : P's ; > - ot it ale 
CO Teport a bidd Tor the 


mett of Kentnoky desiring to disou ss tné resolution 


ca et eli mle, and received no further considevati 


nad mic en peric sOteo WHdOn, the 


“ 


ae Posed saris in its preamble he had 


a 


h, a convert to its eugen thas idea for in nis inangural 
htt | ing his” sentinen ts on the institution 
, to: ve-arfims a declaration which he nad formerly made: 
“no: purpos se", said he, "directly of dndirestiy. to 
6 Anti atton: eg Ae ech States where it exists. a 
“cae ee no ‘inel ination tea do: 
demanded once eonciliatio: 


assuranee, Indeed for an entire year 


) announce cement ne “refrained, in his public utterance 


command of thie 1 Date tment of Virginia; next day he 


eeonnoi toring party to Hampton and. ir the terror and oad ae 
pees by ie presence of "Yankeo" soldiers three slaves of vajor 
a confederate officer, effected their escape; during the 
es: they remained in coneealment and at night reached the Unions. 
| The following morning thev were Poe era re the Federal 
mander whor they informed. of their master's purpose to take them 
olina to be employed in military operations. On the 
J nn B. Cary, also of, the Confederate army, and a forme 
ith Butler to the Baltimore Convention, came to the 
truce and, ae 8 representative oF Major, Mallory, demanded the 
£ these runamay s pursuant io Prev iesons of the Federal Constitution 


cad 


Union commander claimed to act. With charac 
on 38 ‘eame ‘the poly that tie Fugitive Slave Law could 

this case. Virginia assumed to be a foreign state and she 
Dcnt if among the disadvantages of her position. if, so. far. ay 
Ek, she was taken at her. word. The negroes further informed General 
putler, oz nis officers, that if they were not returned others vould “~ 


‘on the 26th, eight slaves. we before him avaiting an.auo 


a ae carte ceevek came early on the 87th and another lot of a 


ke 


af. 


forties oth to Fortress Wonroe and Mewport deve. This. arose. an 


f 


the governnent had vet developed no policy. — 


Htnowt >seeedent or. instructions General MeDovell, by an order, 


then: from inks Lines. caprice, t00 , entered into a 


A felici a oenbisn. for ean oe 
t gon master and pondman, is ascribed to. the ool onel of a ta ane eee 
Both the claimant and the claimed he a a his tent for 
ees : , was 
ial of speed; the negro proved the fleeter an 1d,never heard of again 
nstitution which had practically determined both the foreign 4 and. 
omestic policy ne the United States for an entire generation Nas . 
1adeniy become the sport of a subordinate orficer of volunteers! wee 
pia sderal ahahan ned a0 virginia Was exche anging arguments 
rebel officers, General lieCiellan, at his headquarters in 
ynoinnati, was bc ieatine a proelanation which, on May. 26th. ne. 
ssue~ bry te “Union men of Western Virginia. This document, among 
nings, says: | 
"All your tights shall be religiously respeoted, 1 notwithstanding 
nat has been said to you by the traitors to induce you to believe 
advent, anongyon cn aE ‘pe signalized by an interference with vont | 


- | Oe a a Bo 
derstand one thing glearly: not only will we abstain from all such — 


nterforence, put we will, on the contrary, with an iron hand erusnh 


attempt ae ok nsurrection on their part." 


Seareely ‘ess explicit in its announcement concerning slavery was 
Gen rad Pattozson' Ss proclanatio n of June 8, I86I to troops of the 
partment: an Be mneyivanta. 


fa must bear in mind", says its concluding paragraph, "you are a 


eget ars | of we whole country, .and that, whale’. Lt 


on, you muss BHO 3e¢ ie loyal, and, should 


ser vile ins wrx seotion, 


° 


Butier.'s interview with Major Cary nad been promptly communicated 


to the War Department whose chief, Mr. Cameron, expressed in his ‘povlt 
of May 30th, approval of the General's action. The Secretary, howeve r, 


endeavored to distinguish between ‘rie eben with slave property and — 


‘the surrender of negroes that came voluntarily within the Union lines. 
‘The commander was further advised to "employ such persons in the services 
) to which they may be best adapted, keeping an account of the labor Ly, 


then performed, or ay value of it, and the expense of their maintenant 


‘the question of their final disposition to be reserved for future 


Berit tiation’ 


In defence of his attitude toward the inntere or fugitives who 
‘nad been employed in the batteries or on the fortifications of the 
enemy , international law supplied General Butler with an analogy that 
he skillfully applied to the novel conditions which had arisen. 
Articles or assistance in military operatio ns cannot in time of war, 
pe imported by neutrals into an enem 's country and the attment to 
“introduce aneh goois renders them liable to seizure as lawful prize. 
Ext aid not greatly embarrass this versatile "Yankee ayer that the 


term contraband applies exclusively to relations between a belligerent 


mand @ neutral or that the decision of a prize opuet might be necessary 


to determine whether a particular article had been so declared. No 


doubt he believed firmly in the doctrine that the wants of war.are 
ntraband of war. In his correspondence with General Scott he observ—) ~ 
ane TBS a military question it would seem to be a measure of 


lecessi ty” to cop ive disloyal masters of the services of their slaves, 


; na this, on the ‘pretext that they were contraband of war, he proceed _ 


0 do by sheesh to surrender any neAnOS 38 coming inside his lines, > 


Bea thi gers was one thing; similar treatment of loyal slaveholders 


would not be so readily overlooked by authority. Though such cases 


were more likely to occur in llaryland, Kentucky or Missouri that fact . 


did not prevent the question from assuming very great importance even 
in Virginia. Whole families escared from their masters and General 
Butler goon had on his hands negroes from three months to almost four 
score years of ace. 

Attorney-General Bates, writing July 23, i861 to U.S. Marshal 


JiL. MeDowell of Kansas, who had asked whether he should give his 


official service in executing the fugitive slave law, says: 


"Tt is the President's constitutional duty to ‘take care that the 
' gawes be faithfully executed'. That means all the laws. He has no- 
Oo eient to diseriminate, no right to execute the laws he likes, and 


Leave unexecuted those he dislikes. And of course you-and I, his 


evicrotnates, ean have no wider latitude of diseretion than he has. 
. Miss souri +A a State in the Union. The insurrectionary disorders in 
“Missouri are but indivic dual: crimes, and do not change the legal 


status of the state, nor change its rights and obligations as a 


member of the Union. 


a‘ A refusal by a ministerial officer to execute any law which: 
properly belongs ta Hie office, is a official dismeanor, of which 
oe a have no fount the President would ‘take notice." 

“the Attorney ceneral, in this Sie tanoe, merely amplified a 


gestion contained in the inaugural, se 


Bewes fay tye! fe he pte: tees afte t kt = pa 
eae eee 5 ra WS} i Steger e's Catt Ves 
an : as ya 4 we ae P 

i ry i ae z 


ae | Sore 
foward the close of shhy T8é6é1 the number of "Contrabands" had in-- 
reased to nine hundred and Sutler again reques sted instructions. ; 

Ss eretary Cameron's reply, on the 8th of August following, merely 
uthorized, what the Department Commander ha ail along been doing, 
mploying them at such labor as they were adapted to and keeping a con— 
plete Auta so that when veace’was restored the essential facts 

i ease could be easily aseertained. His tact in dealing with the 


mestion appears from the act of Congress approved August 6th in 


mich his extension of meaning to the word contraband is adopted. This 
apa red. that if persons hela to service be erployed in hostility to 
the United States, the riguat WS their services ahaliive forfeited and 
on persons be discharged therefrom. 

“Exelusion of fugitive slaves from the quarters and gamps of troops 


serving in the Depart ment of Washington was provided by a general order” 


of duly I7, situs and, a few weeks ‘later, August IO, the departium, by 


peel way vila negroes from the District was prevented unless evidence — 


of freedom could ve adduced. . 
ar nore important, hovever, than these prudent regulations of the 


} 
Adjutant General was the celebrated proclamation of Fremdnt, dated 
<. Lovie, August 31, Teel,. which declared martial law throughout the 
ntire State of Missouri and a purpose both to confiscate the property 
ct 


: nd free the negroes of all persons in the State who should take up 


mms agains + the United 6 ‘tates or who were shown to have taken an : 
> ue 


etive part with their enemy in the field. The President, ina A commun Ca 
a ee 
tion of September 2 following, wrote General Fremont express sing a 


ing the effects of this proclamation: 


~h06- 
Se : a BS) 4 x : nh ae : 

"I think there is great danger", said ir. Lineoin, "that the closing 
paragraph, in relation to the confiseation, and the liberating 


slaves of traitorous owners will alarm our Southern Union friends 


and turn them against us; perhaps ruin our ratner fair prospect 


for Kentucky. 


Allor me therefore to ask you that you Will, as of your own 


' motion, modify that parégraph so as to conform to Une Ti Pst' ane 


ee oe AIRES SRO ET SERS tae One A TET Sree SO, wy Pg Oe CE ke Ee ita 


_ fourth seotions of the act of Congress.entiticd, *An act to confiscate 


property used for insurrectionary purposes," app roved August €, IS6k. 


REST AS oe SMCS ag? a rote 


and a copy of which act, I herewitn.send you. 


This letter is written in a spirit of eantion, and not of censure! 


| Bee sieaulanng beotienes « retaliatory troclamation of the . 
Confederate ceneral uM. Jeff. Thompson bears the same date as this - 
note of Presiderit Lineoln. | | 

: Phough General Tremont acted wholly on nis wn responsibility =| 
“he refused to so modify that portion of nis proclamation relative to | 
“emaneipating slaves +, a8 to conform to the act of dongress referred 7 
to and, in a letter, requested the President "openly to direct”. him “4 
to make the correction". iia aaah to this part of his communication, ¥ 
ur. Lincoln replied.on the eth: : : 

. "Your anewan, just received, expresses the preference on your part 


that I should make an open order for the modification, which 
clause of said 


? 


oheerful! ly do. It is therefore ordered that the said 


_proolamation be so modified,hneld and construed as to conform to and 


* 


not to transcend the provisions on this subject contained in the act . 


i ee doneress" approved August €, Teel. 
piety | 


he late as Bo pore? T4tn, the War Department was guided by the 44 


Aid anne ciehAenoe with General | Butler, the. . 


Ay 


ae" 
bis 
ae 


0 


instructions of that date to T. W. Sherman being based wpon this 


Peoiicy. A month Tater, inhabitants of the Fastern snore .of Wevatetn 


were assured by General Dix that "Srecial directions have been given 


to- 


and to ‘prevent any such occurence slaves were not permitted to come 


within his lines. 4 


ee As the hostile employment of negroes, by the act of August 6th, 


constituted a full answer to any claim for service, General McClellan 
was informed, December 4, I86I, that the arrest of such persons as 
fugitives from labor "should be immediately followed by the Military 
arrest of the parties making the seiguye." 

Be ee ered Halleck, February 23, 1862, deleared that mo Lugitive 
Bete? will. therefore be admitted within our lines or camps, except 


_when specially ordered by the general commanding." Buell appears, 


ee 


| citizens of Maryland to search for Remeres supposed to be with some 


ed that no obstacles be thrown in their way, trouble oceurred when the 


elainants shoved their authority and asked for the surrender of their 


slaves. They were driven from camp because fears for their safety were 


a here peen especially aroused by the fact that, when within a few 
ards of eam, the slaveholders fired two pistol shots intending to 
21... 2. negro who was running past them. 

ones has been said to show the jivergence of sentiment among 


tela os 5s acai on the rendition of ihn, slaves. Of the chang- 


“not to. interfere with the condition of any person hela to domestic servicer 


ian. to Maren 6th, to have uniformly returned this class of persons 


"and on the 26th of that month General Hooker, by order, permitted nine 


Lot the regiments in his division. Notwithstanding the commander desir—— 


entertained by some of the officers. The anger of the soldiers appears 
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Portress Monroe had, no a ubt, brought 
fore nde the entire question of slavery, the sagacity of Garnet | 


utler had postponed ‘the necessity of any announcement by the President 


May. reer; put the subject could not be alrays avoided and the 
mpraaence or Fremont forced a Saod diced be in September. mie: 

vents of another year vere destined to produce ehanges whiie n° even , 
the wisest could not then foresce. 


mh new phase of the vexed question began within the capture, November 


th, of Hilton Head, South Carolina and the Federal occupation of the 


ea is slands mere the labor of negroes abandoned by their masters was 


organized, under authority of the Treasury Department, by lir. BE. L. 
iderce., This was, provably, intendei as nothing more than an experiment 


hioh wasto be extended if successful. To interest the authorities at” 


Washington in the work among these freedmen, lir. Pierce, at the 


suggestion of Secretary Chase, called February 15, 1868, upon the 


Presid ent rho seemed rather annoyed at the visit, and, after listening 
_ moments, said, somewhat impatiently, that he did ‘not think ae 


ove Ht to be trouhled with such details that "there seemed to be an 
9 ‘i 


toning: to get negroes inside our lines." To this Mr. Pierce rep iied | 


ct 


nat ‘hs néeroes were Jomiciled there when the Union forees took 


* 
of 


hen nanded his visitor a ecard by which 


ob 


ossession. The President 
Ir. Chase Was vanthorized to give what instructions he thought 


1dicious relative to Port Royal contrabands." The impatience of the 


Sadedont, itn. Pierce explains by saying that he vas in expectation of 
rsonal bereavement. This certainly accounts for the anxiety and 
oyance of Mr. er coek but his remark that there seemed 


deral lines, shows that he 


ching to get hegroes inside ne 


* 


| ™ 
nowgh Slowly, it may have appeared to radical members of his own 


arty, the cer enaent was surely approaching the great question and, 


on ‘Maren 6, 862, sent to Congress a message which reeommended the adop- 
ne and even proposed the form of a joint resolution declaring: 
"That the United States ought to co-operate with any State which 


may adopt eradual abolis ament of slavery, giving to such State peeunia®y 


‘aid, to ve used by such State in its discretion, to compensate for the ie 


_ aineonvenience, public and private, producai by such cnange of system. 


a one of the most eetieient means of self-preservation it was ic 


ae wo 


e6. by the Prosident to the co-ordinate branch of Governinent; for to 
the 


deprive the . got tor States of the hope of being joined by border 


fab 


o 
.. 


emancipation he pelieved — 


WALL 


ould substantially end the rebellion. Gradual 


petter for all concerned. The ourrent expenditures of the war, he 


ge ou soon purchase,at a fair valuation, all the siaves in any 


faa 


named State. However it was proposed as a matter of 


‘ 


“ehotoe. Ur. Lineoln asked whetner the pecuniary consideration tendered 


" 
F * Sule 


and to private persons concern=~ 


nerfectly free 


youl not ve of more yalne to the Sta tes 


property in it in the present aspect 


ed than the institution and the 


as 


of affairs. Mis resolution, in the exact language suggested, passed 


be i | 


the House, by 4 vote of 97 to 36, on Mareh TOth and the Senate, on 


April 2, by 32 yeas to IO nays. 


It is important to notice that at this time, Maren 6, 1862, the 


no claim of a right, by Federal authority, to inter- 


avery within the limits of a State, also that public opinia 


nent set up. 


tates nad oT attained the position reached by Representa 
| tiv 7 


oe eee ; : pe 


ive Mekean more than a year before when he suggested the idea of 


pga evancipation. 


¥ { y ry a | | 

By his request those Congressmen from the Border States who were 
the 7 ingt f n Mw | i ; 

then in Washington called, March TOth, on Mr. Lincoln who explained 


that his recent message was not inimical to the interests thev neptenetuil 


ed. In the progress of the war slaves would come into camps and contimal 


irritation ve thus maintained. In the border States that condition kept 
alive a feeling of hostility to the Government. He told them furihe 
P'that emancipation was a subject exclusively unéer control of the States 


em must be adopted or rejected by each for itself." Any ri ent to coerce 


/ then thereto was expressly disclaimed. 


on April 16, I862 an act prohibiting slavery and liberating slaves 


Pain the District of Columbia passed Congress. It includes both ecomrensa-— 


tion to ovners and the principle of colonizatio 


es Shortly before the passage of this act, April 7th, a resolution was 


favorably considered by the House to appoint a ommittee of nine which 


can be proposed and recommended 


4 


“whieh was to report whether any pian 


p Be . 
Reo the grac dual SE NE EE all African slaves and the extinction 


of slavery in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and 


s 


be 


“Missouri, bY. the people or local authorities 


oe 


2. ara and how far and 


Cad 


an what way the United Sie ean and ought equitably to aid in faclilt 


‘tating either of ie above objects. This resolution was adopted, by 


a vote of i167 to 52, and one week later, a committee vas appointed by 


the speaker. 


oraer of April 85, had extended martial law | 


General Hunter, by an | 
vor South carolina, Georgia and Florida. Two peeks eh wer prooladi 


ome = EX 


) 


_-TTs- a ie 
: ' 


a “persons in those states bre tofore held as slaves forever tree a 
Gs ry 
lavery and ms rtial Lan". ne eer "are altogether jnoeiipasaial 
in a free country. The President, in his proclamation of May 19, 1862, 
esoinding this military order, onee more reveals his sentiments on the 
Poavery question. The act of the Department Commander, he said, a | 
wholly unauthorized. The document continues: 


"I further make known that whoth yr it be competent for me, as 
ne, as 


donmander-in-chief of the Army and Navy, to declare the Slaves of 
any State or States frec, anc whether; at any time, in any case 

Ay 4 : “aueahiess abe it , a MAA WIN g 
it shall have become a necessity indispensable to the maintenance 


of. the Government, to exercise such supposed power, are qiestions 


which, under my responsibility, I reserve to myself and mhdoh bY 


cannot feel justified in leaving to the decision of officers in the 
field." 
oe Lincoln took this oprortunity to point out to those most nearly 


+imes and earnestly aprealed 


“concerned the ummistakable signs of the 
compen ngated emancipation quoting woon 


to them to embrace the offer of 


- that subject the joint resolution of Gongress. The order of General 


_ Hunter, so.far as it eoneerned whe President could have been dismissed 


Wey its ice savowal put he went farther; he not only took advantage fa 


this sine ator to earnestly urge wpon the Border States very serious 


consideration | of the principle of comensated emancipation put he raised . 


his right as Commander 


to discuss it, the question aay 
tre freedom of Saved within 


enon pausing — 


in-Chief of the Arny and Navy to declare 


> +2 
ce 


the limits of a State should such a measy 


maintenance of the Government. 
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